Symbols of Christmas

INSIDE

On Assignment
in Bethlehem,

What
We Khow
About

the Birth
of Jesus PLUS
The
Inspiration
Behind

St. Nicholas

the Gift

St. Nicholas-inspired art designed by Pipka Ulvilden.



atholic
harities

DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG

711 East Pittsburgh Street
Greensburg, PA 15601

724-837-1840
CCharitiesGreensburg.org

If you are in need, call the Catholic Charities 24 hour helpline at 866-4 09- 6455

Prayerfully consider
supporting the

Catholic Charities Children
and Family Services Appeal
at all Christmas Masses.

Your generosity supports
emergency food boxes,
rental and utility assistance
for those in need in the
Diocese of Greensburg.

Share the light of Christ
and support the most
vulnerable in

our community.

y

DON'T MISS

ACCENT

THE

ON-AIR

8bc SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 11:30 AM

OVERNIGHT AIRINGS

SATURDAY, DEC. 10
SATURDAY, DEC. 10
SATURDAY, DEC. 17
SATURDAY, DEC. 17
SATURDAY, DEC. 24
SATURDAY, DEC. 24
SATURDAY, DEC. 31
SATURDAY, DEC. 31

2

MARY [ENMIFER

JOHN MIELE

ZYLKA

THE STAFF OF

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

SEAMANS
._- —
= I
i

11:30 AM

fARDAN ROBIN

WHITEKO MULL
iy
=
A<

3:07 AM
3:37 AM
3:07 AM
3:37 AM
3:07 AM
3:37 AM
3:07 AM
3:37 AM

CLIFF
GORSKE

4

“CATHOLIC ACCENT

e

BISHOP KULICK
ON ADVENT ... 4-5

Bishop Kulick talks about
the most important gift.

ST. NICHOLAS:
'FOLLOWING GOD'S
EXAMPLE' 8-10

Christmastime can pose
a tricky question for many
faithful Catholics.

" CHRISTMAS WREATH

The Christmas wreath is more

than a decoration.

SLOVAK CHRISTMAS EVE
MUSHROOM SOUP 13

The role of faith and its
connection to food is

w so important in this recipe.

COVER DESIGN: JOHN ZYLKA

z ACCEN

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF
THE DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Mission:

Faith is a gift. Our mission is to share it.
Vision:

Create a more connected, accessible

Catholic Church, inspire a deep spiritual connection,

mobilize clergy as change agents and strengthen
faith formation and evangelization.

MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC MEDIA ASSOCIATION

fl¥]o]e

Follow us on Twitter: @CatholicAccent

DioceseofGreensburg.org

Symbols of Christmas

INSIDE THIS ISSUE _&RH%

i 7

Pl

ON ASSIGNMENT IN BETHLEHEM:

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

16-18

,  Pilgrims feel they are being transported

=)

it all began.

back in time to the humble cave where

THE LIGHTS
OF CHRISTMAS ... 20-21
1 b Throughout history, “light”
12 s =l A has symbolized goodness,
o BB  kindness and salvation.

}

CHRISTMAS TREE TRADITION

22-23

The Christmas tree offers true symbolism for Catholics.

DOES THIS RING A BELL?

26

The ringing of bells is a call to come back to church. “ "’
e .l

WHAT IS EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL?

Chief Executive Officer and Publisher
The Most Rev. Larry J. Kulick, JCL
Bishop of Greensburg

Jennifer Miele
Cliff Gorski
Robin Mull
John Zylka
Mary Seamans
Jordan Whiteko

Chief Communications Officer
Executive Editor

Director of Marketing

Director of Visual Communications
Multimedia Coordinator
Multimedia Content Manager

Office Coordinator/
Advertising Representative

Production Coordinator
Proofreader

Beth Tallentire
Valerie Rodell
Nancy Balfe

To reach a staff member, please visit
DioceseofGreensburg.org or call 724-834-4010.
You can also contact us at

725 E. Pittsburgh St., Greensburg, PA 15601

Moving? Send us the address label from
The Catholic Accent plus your NEW address.

30-31

Yearly Subscription:
Parish $12.75
Individual $14
Out-of-State $16

The Catholic Accent
(ISSN 0745-399X)

is published eight
months of the year
by Greensburg
Catholic Accent and
Communications Inc,,
725 E. Pittsburgh St.,
Greensburg, PA
15601-2660.

TheAccentOnline.org




BISHOP KULICK

The season of Advent is one of preparation. We will spend
the next several weeks directing our hearts and minds
in preparation to celebrate our Lord’s birth on
Christmas. I know most of us are preparing our
homes with the symbols of Christmas - the
wreaths, the trees, the music and making
those special purchases to be placed
underneath the tree.
It’s an exciting time of year, especially
for the young people. But let us never
forget the most important gift - the gift
from God of an infant in a manger.
The gift of the Word becoming flesh.
God gave us His best gift, the gift of
love - His only begotten Son. This
year as we embark on our three
year Eucharistic Revival, we are
reminded that Christ is the
living bread that came down
from heaven. The gift of the
Eucharist is the eternal gift
of God given to us. That
gift began historically in
the manger more than 2,000
years ago and continues in
every Mass.

This time of year also gives us an
opportunity to reflect on our many gifts
and blessings. One of the greatest gifts to our
Diocese is you. You are a gift to your parishes,
to our priests, deacons and clergy, and to all
the faithful. The gifts of your time and talent and
your generous financial support allow us to share the
miracle of His birth and to continue to “proclaim the
greatness of the Lord”

As you and your families gather in the warmth and
love of this season, be assured that you will be in my
prayers and intentions as we celebrate the birth of our
savior, Jesus Christ.

‘?"ff ,__:;r ’// . s

The Most Reverend
Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.
Bishop of Greensburg

&~
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Bishbp meets with

PHOTO: VATICAN MEDIA

Pope Francis in Rome

When Bishop Larry J. Kulick visited Rome in
September to attend orientation for newly ordained
bishops, the highlight of the trip to the Vatican was
celebrating Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica. Following the
Mass, the nearly 180 bishops from around the world
venerated the relics of St. Peter beneath the Basilica, and
were then greeted by His Holiness, Pope Francis, in the
Clementine Chapel.

“The Holy Father was so generous with his time,”
Bishop Kulick said.

Pope Francis spent more than an hour and a half
with the bishops, discussing the great priorities for the

Church, allowing for comment and answering questions.

“The Holy Father stressed to us as Bishops is that we
need to shepherd our dioceses and the people entrusted
to our care,” Bishop Kulick said. “I left that meeting
feeling that we here in the Diocese are doing what is the
desire of the Holy Father and will continue to do that.
Building up the faith, reconciling people.”

The Holy Father reminded them to be “bishops of
humility” and shepherds who are out among the people.

“He also reminded us how important it is to show
mercy and compassion, especially to those who have
strayed from the church or who are feeling alienated
from the church,” Bishop Kulick said.

The experience, the fraternity and the message from
Pope Francis was something Bishop Kulick was anxious
to bring back to the Diocese of Greensburg.

“I feel both very affirmed in my vocation and blessed
to have had the experience to hear the words of the Holy
Father that we here in the Diocese, with the wonderful
help of the clergy, our religious, our lay faithful with
the cooperation of our parishes, the cooperation of the
Curia, and all of the wonderful people that work on the
Diocesan and parish levels, that we are very much in line
with the vision of the Holy Father and will continue to do
that in union with him and will continue to build up the
Kingdom of God entrusted to us.”

TheAccentOnline.org
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It symbolizes that St. Nicholas is united to Christ and that the birth of
P Christ is the primary focus of the Christmas season. St. Nicholas is ‘
depicted in service to Christ” m
St. Nicholas is the patron saint of children, and we celebrate his feast Y

- day each year on Dec. 6 - often with faithful children leaving their
‘F OII OWIng GOd ’s examp’ e, Shges outyat night with hopes of discovering candy or smallggifts
inside when they wake.
e i With the history and imagery of St. Nicholas in mind,
connections to the Santa Claus story that would emerge

BY JENNIFER MIELE

Christmastime can pose a tricky question for many has a passion for the from his lif )
faithful Catholics. St. Nicholas-inspired roin 18 e are ceat. . . .
Should we enjoy the story of Santa with our children, or art designed by Pipka U tllllfe Ff.tsﬁ‘fl\{lgwlas was ;tucl;in éngra;;lefd hlStO,ry
remain focused on what the Bible tells us about the Nativity Ulvilden. among the faithiu aF, even after the reat Re o.rmatlon,
T e “I think one of my when veneration of sau.lts \’/,vas dlsgouraggd, St. Nick
Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle, Vicar General, says we favorite images that Pipka i:[[lﬁ,had AL ¥elrl)utat101‘1, M(ﬁn s1§1noth1fﬂﬁ k"
really don’t have to choose. While there certainly aren’t created was from the year HIS dwe‘ls esrllf cia gltruﬁ - ;n ’ Wh Fre © \f/vas
Bible stories about a man in a red suit bringing toys to 2000, to commemorate ca ﬁ lSu},ter aas, the shortened DutCRiSIRIEEES
children around the world, Santa presents a wonderful the 2,000th anniversary NIZ olas. th 1d. the st £St. Nichol
opportunity to teach of Christ’s birth,” Bisho cross The WorL G, The S0y O
y(I))En gpe otgl e about an Kulick says. “You can sge transformed into legends similar to Santa Claus,
important figure in the St Nicholaé with a bag Bishop Larry J. Kulick including Christkindl (meaning “Christ child”)
history of the church - stuffed full of goodies, the way we are gl Switzerland, tGgrm;nglangl(: t,hfr nor.thern
St. Nicholas. used to seeing him. But this time D CO e, e e ¥ R
“It’s not bad or he is accompanied by the Christ EHEII:I;(:’ or La Befana il lyiEe i
wrong to talk about Child on a donkey. XD
Santag but it would Y _ s e By 1823, these stories had become such
be Ver’y important to = .} a force that American poet Clement Clarke
tell children where - }’; Moore wrote “A Visit from St. Nick” - more
that story came from,” F » i q 4 commonly known as “The Night Before
Monsignor Riffle © 4 y ' . ?} Christénas" - solidifying the idea of Santa we
says. “I'would ' SR
recommend £

Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle

sharing
the real story of St. Nicholas and how he
was motivated to be a giver of gifts and
his own wealth, and who he was for
people who were less fortunate.”

St. Nicholas of Myra (located
in modern-day Turkey) lost
both parents as a young man
and used his inheritance to
help the sick and the poor,
Monsignor Riffle explains.

There are many stories about
how he helped the less fortunate
and children in need, and even
provided dowries for women who
did not have them, he adds.

The generosity of St. Nicholas has
influenced stories, music and art in
almost every culture around the world.
Artistic images often show the saint on cold,
wintry nights. Our own Bishop Larry J. Kulick

WATCH NOW  »
THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

Art by Pipka Ulvilden.
Visit www.pipkas.com
to see more of her art.

Monsignor Riffle says today’s Santa provides an important segue.
“We can reframe Santa as someone not apart from Jesus, but in
imitation of Jesus,” he says. “He was someone who was doing what
God did. God gave His first, most important, best gift: His Son.
St. Nick followed that example.”
He also encourages parents to teach children how to follow in
s the example of St. Nicholas by giving to others.
a “Have them go out with you to shop for a person in need,’
he says. “We want to pass on the idea that, although it’s nice to
an get gifts at Christmas, the whole reality of our Christian belief
‘ / is that we are to share what we have and gift it to each other, and
4
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PHOTOS: particularly to those who are less fortunate!

JORDAN WHITEKO
MARY SEAMANS

JOHN ZYLKA ]
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Commercial & Residential Cleaning
Serving Western PA

Carpet ® Upholstery ® Tile ® Grout
Laminate ®* Hardwood

Jason Frick
Owner

Breakfast with St. Nicholas
at St. Agnes Parish in North Huntingdon.

mountainviewcleaningservices.com PA 154664

The Diocese of Greensburg provides many opportunities for giving I ‘ i | - = - -
during the Christmas season, including the annual Angel Tree at Our ; . ' f @MountainViewCleaningServices

Lady of Grace Parish in Greensburg, which helps parishioners buy gifts
for needy children, or during the Breakfast with St. Nicholas at St. Agnes
Parish in North Huntingdon. This annual
event includes a visitation with a person
portraying St. Nicholas, speaking to
children about his life, taking pictures
with them and - of course - sharing a

v =
gift. The event also collects donations ¢ = B hrl S t Our
for the Catholic Charities of the Diocese ; ——
of Greensburg baby closet, to support e % | 41 L
mothers in need. BE RN E g . o
There are activities in support of = 1 1 FT e T
organizations such as the Norwin I o P E NT E R

Area Meals on Wheels, and children
can receive Christmas stories and
other books of our faith from the
Legion of Mary.

Mary Blythe, Director of Faith
Formation at St. Agnes Parish, says

Mary Blythe o the event provides an important
Director of Faith Formation opportunity to place
St. Agnes Parish *y Christmastime within the e i - A = : E ;o . e
framework of our faith. L VR P -~ : [N b By i : :
“It’s a wonderful way to kick ; -
N . s 0 CELEBRATIONS NEETINGS BANQUETS. RETREATS Vit ChistOurhepherdCeteotg

season because we are

\ 4 é’éfff%gl;t};fef;’;zdaﬁon“mh - — =S " Christ Our Shepherd Center Conference and Banquet Facility is the perfect location for Diocesan, Parish and Catholic School events,
' ve: e 7 = and Catholic religious meetings and retreats. We host post sacramental celebrations for Baptisms, Confirmations, First Holy Communions,

HOTOS JENNIFER MIELE Matrimonies, Funerals, Holy Orders and are also an ideal location for parish group parties!

Located just off Route 30, 2 mifes east of Greensburg

L

. ' 2900 Seminary Drive | Greensburg, PA 15601 | Phone: 724.834.7350 | Fax: 724.834.7351 Afacility of the | Drocese af'(}'f'cwnrﬂuy
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12 Symbols of Christmas
-

Father Salvatore R.

ABOVE: Robin Mull (left) with Kim Duralia
(right), parishioner of SS. Simon and Jude
Parish, Blairsville, and owner of Cokeville
Produce Market and Greenhouse, Blairsville,
opens her store after hours and holds
holiday wreath-making classes.

Circular shape - Traditional wreaths are

in the form of a circle, which is a symbol of
eternity. The spiritual meaning stands for divine
perfection and God’s never-ending love.

Evergreen - The evergreen represents the
unending nature of God, a metaphor for life after
death. Green is also the color of hope and life.

Holly leaves - Holly plants have strong leaves
but also sharp thorns. Holly symbolizes the
crown of thorns placed on Jesus’ head before
he died on the cross. This serves as a reminder
to Christians of the suffering He endured for

us. Holly is know as “christdorn” in German,
meaning “Christ thorn.”

Holly berries - The bright and vivid red of the
holly berries serves as a symbol of color and life
during cold winter months. The color represents
the blood of Christ, as well as his passion, death
and resurrection.

BY ROBIN MULL

A wreath, bountiful and full, adds color and warmth to the
front doors of homes throughout the year. For Christians, the
Christmas wreath is more than a decoration; it’s a symbol of
eternal life through Christ our Savior. There is no beginning and
no end.

The long-lasting evergreen wreaths connect us to the pagan
holiday of Yule, marking the winter solstice. Long before the
beginning of Christianity, the wreath was significant in
Europe because its circular shape symbolized protection.
To the Romans, the wreath symbolized power and honor.
In Greece, a wreath was awarded as a prize to poets and
Olympic winners.

“Likewise in Christianity, the idea or the belief in a God
who is eternal was adopted by early Christians to show forth
the Good News or the belief in the Resurrection of Christ,”
said Father Salvatore R. Lamendola, pastor of the partner
parishes of St. Martin and St. Joseph, Derry. “And for many,
we just think it’s a very nice and appropriate decoration for
Christmas.”

Incorporating certain colors in a wreath, such as red and
Lamendola green, has always been intentional.

“Those two colors are not just stylistically nice, but they
have a deeper spiritual meaning,” Father Lamendola says.
“However, if you really stop and look at the symbols that are in the
wreath, it might make us think more about our faith. And I think
that’s the purpose, the reason behind the reason.”

BELOW: Valerie Rodell (left) and Robin Mull (right)
construct Christmas wreaths at a class held at Cokeville
Produce Market and Greenhouse.

PHOTOS: MARY SEAMANS |

WATCH NOW  »

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

Slovak Christmas Eve
Mushroom Soup

Recipe from Bishop Larry J. Kulick

INGREDIENTS:
* Y4 Ib. rehydrated dried mushrooms sliced
* 2 cups fresh white mushrooms sliced

* 2 cups wild mushrooms sliced

* 2 cups Yukon Gold potatoes cubed

* 3 tbsp diced garlic

* 2 cups celery T

* 2 cups sweet onion =" _;",'

* 12 bay leaves PR =1
* 2 tbsp caraway seed __2,{' E“"!J

+ 2 thsp dill e

* 2 tbsp parsley

* 1 bag of shredded sauerkraut juice
* Half full pot of water

¢ 1 stick of butter

INSTRUCTIONS:
Add all mushrooms, potatoes, celery, onion and
seasonings to water and stir. Open bag of sauerkraut
and remove handfuls at a time, squeezing only the L

juice into the pot. Heat on medium and add butter. 'f; Rrore o
Cook on low for 2-3 hours, stirring frequently. . 1( o o R

Add salt and pepper to taste. v : =%

.fcarHoLJCACCEN‘f

s

In Western Pa, one of many ethnic traditions from

Polish, Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Central and Eastern
European heritage is having Kapustnica on the
Christmas Eve dinner menu. For Bishop Larry
Kulick, mushroom soup was a staple in his Slovak
family on Stedry vecer.

“When you smell it, it brings back a lot of wonderful
memories! The role of faith and its connection to
food is so important in this recipe. The symbolisms
of this food carry beautiful scriptural imagery,”
Bishop Kulick said.

For example, the garlic is a bitter herb reminiscent
of the bitterness of sin.

“Christ, by coming through the gift of the
incarnation, has sweetened the bitterness of our
human condition, and has taken away the bitterness
of sin. So when we have garlic in our Christmas
Eve meals, we are reminded with the incarnation
of Christ, the Word becoming flesh, Christ has
come to save us and that begins with his
birth,” Bishop Kulick said.

“l also love mushrooms,” he continued.
“They are a wonderful symbol of prosperity
because they grow where they are not planted.
They are a symbol of free bounty and God’s
goodness. They are harvested without having
the work of being planted.”

Mushrooms take on the taste of the other
ingredients. The longer you cook this
soup, the better it is!

WATCH NOW  »
THEACCENTONLINE.ORG 13

PHOTOS: JENNIFER MIELE



Aliccia Laychak
412-260- 4540

CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE? NEED
HELP? If you have Medicare, it is important
to review it every year, as your finances and
health change over time, so can your
Medicare coverage needs. Please call me at

412-260-4540 to find out more about Create an everlasting memory with NEED YOUR PHONE TO GO

Medicare and see how | can help you make Unity Memorials.

the right decisions during annual enrollment. WH ERE YOU GO?

Custom & Traditional Memaorials

FORD

OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES

* Cemetery Lettering * Benches
Per Memorials * Vases » Cremation Memorials
Porcelain Pictures * Columbariums

Medicare Annual Enroliment (Oct. 15 — Dec. 7) Ford’s Cloud-Based VolP Phone Systems provide the ability

to stay connected from anywhere at anytime. Translation?
You won'’t miss that $1 million sale because you “stepped

4399 State Route 30, Latrobe, PA 15650 out of the office.” You're welcome.
Tel: (724) 834-4006 ~ Fax: (724) 424-8204 o
Email: unitymemorials@wpa.net Call 800.633.3673 or visit fordtech.com.

TOGETHER, WE RISE.

e More than 50 undergraduate majors
and nine graduate programs

e Merit-based and need-based
scholarships available

[

Current <
Plan

PLATINUM
SALON & SPA
REAWAKEN YOUR NATURAL BEAUTY

triLift Facial
Stimulation

Hair Care | Lash Services | Nail Services | Spa Packages
Wedding Packages | Massage and Facial Services

Contact us today to request an appointment!

o Test-optional admission process available
e 97% of recent graduates are employed

or furthering their education

*Currently accepting CareCredit®. e Catholic, Benedictine values-based

community

e 24 NCAA Division III athletic programs
and more than 50 clubs and organizations

w SAINT VINCENT COLLEGE

LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA 800-782-5549 stvincent.edu/visit

‘ ‘ I literally can’t say enough good things about
this spa, the owner, and all of the staff members.
The services are top-notch and the customer
service is absolutely exceptional! If you want to be

Lidif I pampered, this is the place to go!” - Anne J.
4l || TN

14 N 3rd St. *« Youngwood, PA 15697 * 724-925-2020 * PlatinumSalonSpa.com €
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A note from the writer:
Christians, including many
well-known saints such as St. Nicholas
and St. Francis of Assisi, have been
making pilgrimages to the Holy Land
for centuries. In 2018, I accompanied
100 pilgrims to physically walk in
the footsteps of Jesus and to deepen
our personal relationship with Him.
Everyone enjoyed reading or listening to
Bible passages in the places where they
occurred and having time for prayer.
Over the years, I have reflected on my
visit there, especially to Bethlehem.
Twanted to know more from
theologians about the birth of Christ.
Recently, I had the pleasure of speaking
with Dr. Christopher McMahon,
Department Chair and Professor of
Theology at Saint Vincent College,
Latrobe, and Benedictine Father
Matthew Lambert, who is currently
working on a doctorate in the Old
Testament from the University of Notre
Dame and is living in the Holy Land
while writing his dissertation.

A stained glass window in the
Church of the Nativity depicts
the Holy Family fleeing to Egypt.

16 Symbols of Christmas

ON ASSIGNMENT

T = —

Modern-day Bethlehem seen from the Shepherds' Field.

What We Know
About the Birth
of Jesus

BY MARY SEAMANS PHOTOS: MARY SEAMANS
The Significance of Bethlehem

King David was once a humble shepherd boy from Bethlehem who went on
to become one of Israel’s most important kings. He is written about throughout
the Old Testament, noted for his love and commitment to God.

His legacy in Bethlehem had long since diminished by the time Jesus was
born. According to both historians and theologians, Bethlehem was a mostly

insignificant city at the time.

But Christian theology has linked
this with the belief that Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem fulfills the Old Testament
prophecy that Israel’s future king would
come from Bethlehem.

McMahon notes, “There is this hope,
this expectation, that God will raise up a
descendent of David, and that descendent
will fulfill the promises made through the
prophets, particularly through Micah. The
association of this messianic figure with
Bethlehem is strong in the minds and the
hearts of first-century Palestinian Jews
who have this hope for release, this hope
for liberation, this hope for intimacy with
God. And Jesus is the fulfillment of those
hopes and expectations as presented in the
Gospels of Luke and Matthew.”

There were only about 300 people living
in Bethlehem when Jesus was born. Today,
about 3 million visitors a year travel there to
be closer to Christ.

Dr. Christopher McMahon,
Department Chair and
Professor of Theology at

Saint Vincent College, Latrobe.

WATCH NOW  »
THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

TheAccentOnline.org

A painting featuring Jesus
in the manger can be
seen on the wall of the
Shepherds’ Field Chapel
in Bethlehem.

The Manger Instead of the Inn

Most of us are familiar with the Nativity story: Baby
Jesus is wrapped in swaddling clothes, then laid in a manger
because there was no place for Him in the inn. Three times
in just a few short verses, the Gospel of Luke mentions the
manger, or a feeding trough for cattle, donkeys, horses and
other animals.

The manger symbolizes the humble beginnings of Jesus,
who would become the spiritual food for the world. But
McMahon says the distinction between the manger and the
inn as described in the Gospel of Luke is just as significant.

“What we have here is a fulfillment passage, that there is
a symbolic value to wrapping Jesus in swaddling bands and
laying Him in a manger,” he says. “Jesus is laid in a manger
because God is the food for Israel. God comes and presents
himself in the manger so that the people of Israel can come
to feed on his word, feed on his presence.”

They can come to know Him and recognize His presence
as nourishing. Jesus comes into the world in the usual way
and doesn’t stay in lodgings because He is in Israel where He
belongs.

“He doesn’t stay in an inn where travelers or foreigners
stay; He is at home,” McMahon says.

The Christ Child in the manger is one of the most
recognizable symbols in the Nativity scene.



A Church Marks the Spot

The Church of the Nativity is located on the spot
believed to be the birthplace of Jesus more than 2,000
years ago. It was built by Constantine the Great and his
mother Helena in A.D. 327 and has survived invasions,
rebellions and earthquakes.

“St. Jerome confirmed this location
in the 4th century. The church that
Constantine built underwent some
damage, and a new one was built in
the 6th century by Emperor Justinian,
and he wanted it to be a very impressive
church. That church is still essentially
what we have today. It has gone through a
lot of changes, renovations, construction
and looting, but it is still the frame of the
6th-century church,” Father Matthew says.
“Interestingly, there are still traces of the
4th-century church: there are mosaics,
and you can also see remnants of the
original apse.

“There is a very curious entrance
to the church that dates back to the
time of the Turkish Empire. You can see
that the door was originally much bigger. There is an
overhang that goes back to the 6th-century church, then
you can see a Gothic arch entrance from the time of the
crusaders, but that was filled in, and what we have is a little
unimpressive and very small door that was put in at the
time of the Turkish Empire. The theological justification
is that it encourages you to be humble to enter, since you
have to bow down. Another explanation is that the Turkish
government put that door in place to prevent looters from
riding in on horseback or bringing in a wagon.”

Pilgrims feel they are being transported back in time
to the humble cave where it all began. The inside is dark
and cool with no pews. On the walls are mosaics of saints
and angels, and many icons. A set of steps leads down to
the Grotto of the Nativity, which is said to be the actual
birthplace of Jesus.

Marking the spotis a
14-point silver star on the
marble floor under the Altar
of the Nativity. Written in Latin,
an engraving on the star reads:
“Here of the Virgin Mary Jesus
Christ was born.” Fifteen to 20
lamps hang down over the star,
showing the influence of the
Greek Orthodox Church.

I was blessed to have visited
this sacred place during my trip to
the Holy Land with pilgrims from
the Diocese of Greensburg. I hope
it encourages you to learn more or
make your own pilgrimage to walk
in the footsteps of Jesus.

Benedictine Father
Matthew Lambert
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BOOKING NOW FOR 2023-24
The Event Center at Westmoreland

Expect the unexpected from one of Westmoreland County’s secret treasures!
Located in Youngwood, the Event Center at Westmoreland County Community
College is the area’s newest venue that is perfect for hosting:

* Weddings

* Receptions

» Conferences ¢ Bridal Showers

* Business Meetings * Rehearsal Dinners

The center features spaces for
large and small events, state-of-
the-art video and audio systems,
premier catering services and
ample, free parking.

Check out all of Westmoreland's
rental space including a theater
with 400+ seating, a new board
room and tech savvy classrooms.

Crimmand i
i
'\-.‘i I
(i

bt

BOOK YOUR EVENT TODAY!
Keri Bailey, events director
724.925.5981

s - baileyker@westmoreland.edu

Wi westmoreland.edu/eventservices

COMMUNITY Sr WV L L L N ‘

145 Pavilion Lane, Youngwood, PA 15697-1814

Westmoreland i an affirmative action, equal opportunity college
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BY CLIFF GORSKI

Throughout history, “light” has symbolized
goodness, kindness and salvation. It is during
Advent that we become keenly aware that our
daylight hours are shorter. We know that with
the celebration of the birth of our Savior, the
light of Christ will enter our lives to dispel the
darkness in our world.
It was the light from the Epiphany star
that guided the three Wise Men to the
manger where the baby Jesus lay. It is
that light that continues to provide the
radiance of hope for all humanity.
When preparing for the celebration of
Jesus’ birth, many use light to provide
warmth and peace in the home.
Tradition says that a type of luminaria,
a lantern consisting of a votive candle
set in a small paper bag weighted with
sand, lit the way for Mary and Joseph
in their search for lodging
during their journey to
Bethlehem.
Father Michael J.
Crookston, Pastor of St.
Sebastian Parish, Belle
Vernon, and The Epiphany
of Our Lord Parish,
Monessen, says luminaria
are used at Christmas for
several reasons.

“When people light the
luminaria, a lot of times,
they light in memory of
someone who has died
in their life, parents, their

grandparents,” Father
Crookston says. “It brings
those people back to
them as the light is
burning, reminding them
of Christmases past, celebrations
in the past, bringing those people
present to them in their minds and
e in their hearts.”

Father Crookston says the light
gives us direction as a guiding star
for our lives.

- ot He thinks back to his

own grandmother and how
the family celebrated the light
of Christ at Christmas.

“She always mentioned
they didn’t have electricity,

so illumination was by candle

or oil lamp. Whenever they would
decorate their Christmas tree, they would
bring in a sapling from out in the woods.
They would wrap that sapling in cotton
on the ends of the limbs, and they would
put candles all over the tree,” he recalls.
“The glow of that light made it almost a
holy thing, and they felt peace from the
warmth of the candles.”

Father Crookston says thinking about
the light in our lives can be difficult
because, unlike centuries ago, today we
are surrounded by light.

“When you think about total darkness,
one tiny candle can bring so much light,
hope and goodness,” he says.

Father Crookston says the lights of
Christmas should signal to all of us that
something special is about to happen.

“Lights bring a feeling of excitement,”
he says. “Many people recognize why they
are decorating and why they are putting
so much preparation into the celebration
of Christmas, just as they did when people
were living in darkness.

“Light is a symbol of Christmas
because Christmas is the ultimate gift
of hope from God”

WATCH NOW  »
THEACCENTONLINE.ORG




Cheistmas Tree
Tradition

Symbolizes Family’s History

BY ELISABETH SMITH

For the Davis family, a Christmas tree symbolizes more than just the
holiday. It celebrates the history of their life together.

Ed and Carolyn Davis spent their first date 30 years ago planting a tiny
blue spruce in the nursery owned by Ed’s family since he was in high

school, Davis Tree Farm, Blairsville.
“We planted it on the property not knowing we were going to be living
here and raising a family,” Ed says.

The couple continued cutting their trees from the nursery and
decorating together through their marriage in 1999, the birth
of their daughter Andrea in 2003, after they welcomed their

next two children, Blake and Isabella, and until today.

And that small tree they planted 30 years ago? It's now

nearly 30 feet tall.

“Tree time is family time,” Carolyn says. “I think
there is such a Christmas fulfillment in us always being
together, and this tradition for our family.”

Each year, all five of the Davis family members make it
a point to be home for tree cutting and decorating, filling
the house with music, snacks and laughter as they place

ornaments and lights together.

“I don’t know what it would be like without
choosing the tree, bringing it in and decorating it,
Carolyn says. “It just wouldn’t be Christmas.’

The Davis family’s love of Christmas trees
shows not only in their family room, but far
beyond. Andrea, Blake and Isabella all have
trees in their own rooms each year, as does
every building for the nursery.

Family and friends have come over the
decades to choose their own trees, and Ed says
he loves “seeing the joy and fun they have” at
their nursery.

Additionally, the family decorates a tree each

year at Church of the Good Shepherd Parish in
Kent, where they are parishioners.

; ' “We really enjoy doing that, because (the parish)
/p . reallyislike a family,” Ed says.

The family plans to continue their cherished
tradition, with Blake taking over for the next
1 generation when the time comes.
And, of course, they will always be able to see that blue
spruce from their first date that helped spark all of this
Christmastime magic.
“For us, it symbolizes so many good memories,’
Carolyn says.

PHOTO: JORDAN WHITEKO
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SEATED IN BACK: Ed, Carolyn and Blake Davis,
with Isabella (holding Evie the dog) and Andrea Davis.

Carolyn is the Director of Faith Formation,

WATCH NOW  » Church of the Good Shepherd, Kent

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG
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The meaning behind the tree

While different families may share their own unique traditions for decorating,
the Christmas tree offers a true symbolism for Catholics.

Star

The two most common Christmas tree toppers are
the star and the angel. In our Christian faith, the
“Christmas star” symbolizes the star of Bethlehem,
which according to the Bible, guided the three kings,
or Wise Men, to the baby Jesus. The star is also the
heavenly sign of a prophecy fulfilled long ago and the
shining hope for humanity.

Angel
Some people prefer to put an angel on top
of their Christmas tree, representing the role
played by these messengers of God at the first
Christmas. The angel Gabriel announced the
birth of Christ and told St. Joseph to take Jesus
and Mary to Egypt to escape Herod's plan to
kill the Christ Child. Angels also appeared
to the shepherds when Christ was born,
singing and praising God and instructing
the shepherds to hurry to Bethlehem to
see the newborn king. Additionally,
angels symbolize the host of angels
that heralded the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds who were in the fields

Evergreen Tree

The tradition of the Christmas tree was brought to
the United States by German-speaking immigrants in
the 1820s. The tree is an “evergreen” and is one of the
few trees that does not die - in other words, lose
its leaves - in winter. For this reason, it is a symbol
of everlasting life and hope, the precious gifts from
Jesus to all believers. Its needles and
its narrow crest point upward, turning our
thoughts to heaven. Because the tree is cut
down and then erected again, it is a symbol
of Christ’s resurrection.

Ornaments
Red ornaments symbolize God’s love and
the love of Jesus, who died for us on the

cross, while gold ornaments represent the
kingship of Christ.

Tinsel

watching their flocks. These thin, metallic strands often
- used on Christmas trees originate
Lights and Candles from the legend of a poor, faithful

family who wished to decorate a
Christmas tree in honor of the
Christ Child, but had no money
for decorations. In the night,
spiders came and spun webs
across the tree. Then the Christ
Child, honoring the family's
faith, turned the threads
into silver.

Pope Francis explains that,
"The Christmas tree with its
lights reminds us that Jesus is
the light of the world, the light
of the soul that drives away " e SiNE S S b <4 R
the darkness of animosity ' '
and makes room for
forgiveness." Candles
and Christmas lights also B
remind us thatwe areto [ :',;  —
be light to others, to show

them the way to Christ. 1 f :E

"‘Ull- .

Gifts

The gifts beneath the tree are rich with symbolism. They represent God gifting us his only son, Jesus. Additionally, the Wise Men who
brought their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to honor the infant king in Bethlehem's manger inspired the concept of gift giving at
Christmas. God also gives us the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, which help us to follow His direction in our lives: Wisdom, Understanding,
Counsel, Knowledge, Piety, Fortitude and Fear of the Lord (Awe of God's Greatness and Power).

Sources:
Archdiocese of New Orleans, “Christian Meaning of Christmas Decorations”
Catholic News Agency, 2018, “Pope Francis explains symbolism of Vatican Christmas tree and sand nativity”
Seedfaithbooks.com
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TREMBA
KINNEY

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

302 WEST OTTERMAN ST.
GREENSBURG, PA 15601

724-838-7600

724-628-7955

Margaret Maloy Tremba — Timothy B. Kinney
John K. Greiner — Lawrence D. Kerr
Mark D. Brooks — Mark R. Hamilton

Brittney E. Reay — Lucy A. Burgunder
Chelsea N. Forbes — Meghan E. Young

Of Counsel: Melanie DiPietro

A FULL RANGE OF LEGAL SERVICES
* Family Law
* Corporate
* Employment
* Personal Injury
* Estates
¢ Criminal Defense

Bella Construﬁtiun &

Development Inc.

Roofing - Siding - Gutters

//
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120 SOUTH THIRD ST.
CONNELLSVILLE, PA 15425

Villa Angela at

URITY PRINTING St. Anne Homes

. Ho : S d by the Felician Sist
5848 State Route 981 e Latrobe, PA 15650 g {-*‘:a i1
rNZQ -

BERNAPETTE/DEUTSCH

~ Serving
| the
“If you're looking for a place that feels like home, ] G reenSbu rg
come here. This is my home.” Area for

26 Years!

FAMILY OWNED & /OPERATED!FOR40\YEARS!
LisajjJoel(2nd(Generation)/and/Ashley/(3rd(Generation) Frederick

-Kathleen Sette
Retired School Cafeteria Supervisor
Providing Personal Care Services
with Licensed and Certified Staff

Medication Management - Apartment Style Living
Social & Recreation Programs - Restaurant Style Dining

¢ Online Ordering ¢ Trophies & Plaques

¢ Graphic Design * Signs & Banners

¢ Five Color Plus Inline Coating ¢ Packaging & Shipping

¢ Digital Printing ¢ Bindery, Finishing & Mailing Services
¢ Screen Printing & Embroidery ¢ Climate Controlled Warehousing

133 Donohoe Road
Greensburg, PA 15601

office: 724-832-2300 x206
cell: 412-558-7312
bdeutsch@howardhanna.com

685 Angela Drive » Greensburg, PA. 15601
724-837-6070 * stannehome.org

Call us to schedule a tour!

www.UnityPrinting.com

724-537-5800

oward
annas

Real Estate Services @mm

Sunda}f, December 4 at 2:00 pm St. Bruno Hall, Greensburg 520

Monday, December 5 at 1:00 pm CIHRISTMAS LUNCIT SHTOW
Gianmilh's 2 Restaurant, Greenshwg $45  Keservations Requured,

."'ih'ig]l Ride " O II{}|}.' :\'ighl * White Christimas ™ Little Drummer BU}'

Carol of the Bells * Let It Be Christimas *_];lfz_]iuglt' Bells '_]'{}_1.' to the Wonld
Mary Did You Know * Unto Us ™ What Cluld Is This? * Breath of Heaven
Do You Hear What I Hear? © Where Are You Chnstmas? * Chestnuts

Santa Claus Is Conung to T'own *Rockin® Around the Christimas Tree

Have Yoursell a Merry Little Chrstias & a surpnise visit [rom Santa
CALL FOR TICKETS!

N ."... \ ' -. - .
‘ J f U Alabaster Box Office (724) 516-5189
L B e, Iln‘ (1 PO Order on line! AlabasterPerformingArts.org/ Tickets

PA Contractor § DS0888
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mis Ring a(BEN? . ¢

BY JENNIFER MIELE

PHOTO: JENNIFER MIELE

The Scottdale Area Association of Churches is hoping

some literal bell ringing will have the figurative effect on
many adults who remember walking into Mass with their
own families as children to the sound of tolling chimes.
Filling the pews is a priority for these volunteers, especially
at Christmastime.

Edwin Zylka, chairman of the initiative and parishioner
of St. John the Baptist Parish in Scottdale, gathers
supporters each November and December, alongside
Father Elmer Alforque, administrator of St. John the
Baptist Parish, Scottdale, and St. Joseph Parish, Everson, to
pray for a strong return of the faithful to Mass.

“We pray for all families in this part of the country,
especially in the Diocese of Greensburg, that they will
listen to the voice of Your call for prayer, and above all for
unity,” Father Alforque told the group.

After their prayer, each person takes a turn ringing the
bells outside their church for five minutes. The booming
sounds resonate deeply in the hearts of each parishioner
in anticipation of the birth of Jesus.

WATCH NOW  »
2 THEACCENTONLINE.ORG
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“As an 8-year-old child going to Mass on Christmas,
I remember snow falling and every church in the area :
ringing the bells to announce the birth of our savior Jesus ?
Christ,” Zylka says. “It was a message!”
“The idea of that is to make people aware that the
most important thing in their lives is God, and if we have
problems, no matter what the problems are, we should
turn to God. He will help us. Sometimes it may take years
to understand that what He has done for us is the best for
us, but He will help us”
The ringing of bells is a call to come back to church.
That is why many churches in the area are embracing
the idea. You may hear bells ringing in your community
at 6 p.m. on Thanksgiving eve, and New Year’s Day.
“Hopefully we can send a message through the bells.
So whether you're here at a church or at home, you can
stop what you're doing at 6 p.m. and ring bells as a form
of prayer and a message to God that you remember
He is the most important thing
in your life,” Zylka says.

i,

Father Elmer Alforque, Susan Zylka, Martha Opalinski, Chrissy Hitlan, Rich Hitlan
and Santa Claus, invited by his friend Edwin Zylka, prepare to ring the bell at
St. John the Baptist Parish, Scottdale.
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THREE-PEAT

ONCE AGAIN RANKED AMONG
THE NATION’S BEST

Best Maternity Hospitals 2022
Edition of Newsweek

With over 1,200 deliveries a year, our staff is dedicated to ensuring
a childbirth experience that is as joyful and stress-free as possible.

With private Labor/Delivery/Recovery suites, a level Il “Special Care”
Nursery and neonatologists available 24/7, we pride ourselves on
our combination of high tech and high touch for mom and babuy.

No wonder Newsweek has cited us as one of the nation’s best for
maternity services.

E/xf:ela Health

WOMEN'’S HEALTH & WELLNESS INSTITUTE

ExcelaHealth.org | search maternity
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SIF et ' aip? | SLAN F = and Financial Advisor, for being named the
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of the United States of America
i 1 i | a Fraternal Benefit Society domiciled in Beachwood, OH

FRATERNAL LIFE INSURANCE AND ANNUITIES
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For more information, please contact: e @l HHST

Cynthia Maleski Virginia Holmes Dorothy Urbanowicz febanking.com/jodee-harris Commonwealth
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Fit for the World

Seton Hill University prepares students for life with cutting-
edge academic programs and a liberal arts foundation.

More than 80 undergraduate academic programs and 18 graduate
programs, including a Doctoral Program in Physical Therapy

99% of students receive scholarships or aid Call Nathan, Theresa, or Rich

. . . ] . ] and receive the Professional
An Apple Distinguished School offering flexible online programs Service you deserve.

98% of recent graduates are employed or enrolled in graduate school Serving locations in
Iindiana and Latrobe.
20 NCAA Division IT athletic teams

Catholic university founded by the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill Indiana Agency
724-717-6183

. Latrobe Agency
724-875-8167

Seton Hill
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gt § ] __ i@ * AT WHAT IS EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL?

- - Eucharistic Revival is a three-year process initiated by the USCCB to invite
' y e the faithful to reflect upon the mystery and meaning of the sacrament of the
v Eucharist in our lives.

\ 4 | - WHAT IS THE GOAL?

_ To create a more Eucharistic Community devoted to loving and serving
— _ one another, and forming Disciples of Christ.

| — iy 3
= F WHY FOCUS ON THE EUCHARIST?
Q As Catholics, we are both blessed and broken. His Real Presence in the
The_Diocesan effOI_’tS will Eucharist can transform our hearts. Jesus left us this gift! In a world that
' ;)eglnfi;rom “;e inside Ot:t, g is so hurried, we must all slow down, do a deep dive and reflect upon it.
. . . irst offering formational an
4 t. Bernard of Clairvaux Parish, Indiana PA devotional opportunities for staff
throughout 2023, culminating
with a Eucharistic Congress YEAR 1
next summer.
YEAR OF DIOCESAN REVIVAL
Bishop Kulick announced June 19, 2022 - June 11, 2023: The first year of the Revival invites Diocesan
this to nearly 200 people staff, bishops and priests to respond to the Lord’s personal invitation
representing every parish and and equips them to share His love with the faithful through Eucharistic
diocesan department during Congresses and events.
regional gatherings at St.
Bernard of Clairvaux Parish DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
in Indiana, St. Rita Parish in M ) . = > .
d ay 8-11, 2022: An event designed specifically for Diocesan and Parish
Connellsville and St. Bruno . . . o
b staff, preparing them to found new and innovative ministries focused on
Parish in Greensburg on . » . . L. o A
October 17. As the faces of re-connecting to the disenfranchised and creating experiential evangelization
Eucharistic Revival, they are opportunities that interest and engage our young people.
often the first people to come
into contact with the poor, the
i ] | hurting and those who long to YEAR 2
St. Rita Parish, Connellsville PA return to the Church. It is part
: \ of our baptismal calling to help YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL
] N | = el them find the way! June 11, 2023 - July 17, 2024: The second phase will foster Eucharistic
% NG g 1 et =0 IR b 1 & gy T p B2 A : o devotion at the parish level, strengthening our liturgical life through
| T Qs L LS ol Ll Y oy ' ) r =i After the Eucharistic Congress faithful celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, missions, resources,
ik W . v y L : ; . next summer, we hope we are preaching and organic movements of the Holy Spirit.
5 g e i \ =] all better prepared to help
: - i | : create a more Eucharistic
k. i - ™ 5 s / Community, founding new and YEAR 3
= ; 5 ] innovative ministries focused
A = Oy gnresconnecting ko i’}‘:ating DIOCESAN CELEBRATION IN PREPEARATION
experiential evangelization FOR THE NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS |
e opportunities that interest The week of May 30, 2024: on or near the Feast of Corpus Christi.
- - - and engage our yound people.
A ; % NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
=9 ¥ - July 17 - 21, 2024: Indianapolis, Indiana at this historic event, more than
' 80,000 Catholics of all ages will gather to reconsecrate their hearts to the

" source and summit of our faith.

YEAR OF GOING OUT ON MISSION

July 21, 2024: Pentecost 2025: Having enkindled a missionary fire in the hearts
of the American faithful, the Holy Spirit will send us out on mission

to share the gift of our Eucharistic Lord.
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Diocese of Greensburg
723 E. Pittsburgh St.
Greensburg, PA 15601

ITALIAN MARKET PLACE
& CHOCOLATE SHOPPE |
OPEN! |
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126 RIZZO RD, CRABTREE, PA 15624




