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I made my first trip to Slovakia as a newly ordained priest 30 years 
ago in 1993. I remember arriving in Slovakia on July 5, only to find 
that every business was closed. The nation, recently emerging from 
communism, was celebrating the state holiday honoring Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius. I was amazed by the liturgical celebrations, the musical 
and dance celebrations, and the many vendors. 

Fast forward 30 years, and who would have imagined that in 
2023 I would return to Slovakia as an American bishop, privileged 
to celebrate and be the homilist for a nationally televised Mass 
celebrating this historic holiday. I would never have dreamed that 
I would meet the Slovakian president, Zuzana Caputova, and have 
a front seat for the state holiday events that have such a religious, 
cultural and historical significance to Slovakia and surrounding 
Eastern European nations.

July 5th marks the arrival of the two Slavic missionaries Cyril and 
Methodius more than 1,160 years ago. The brothers began spreading 
Christianity, helped people resist the powerful surrounding empires 
and created their own alphabet that enabled locals to translate 
religious texts. This was critical in their mission to spread Christianity.

Planning for my trip this summer to Slovakia began a year ago 
while I was in Rome with brother bishops from around the world. It 
was there that I met and got to know Auxiliary Bishop Peter Beo from 
the Diocese of Nitra. Bishop Beo and I were invited to the Institute 
of Ss. Cyril and Methodius for the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, which 
is a patronal feast of Slovakia. Spontaneously, I was invited to be the 
main celebrant of that Mass to be celebrated in Slovak. 

A few months after the Mass, Father Viliam Zemancik, the Vice 
Rector of the Institute, called to invite me for the July celebration in 
Nitra at the invitation of the Diocesan Bishop, Viliam Judák. Needless 
to say,  I was incredibly humbled and considered it a great privilege 
and honor.

In my homily, I shared with the thousands in attendance my own 
experiences. I told them about growing up in a Slovak parish in 
Western Pennsylvania. This history and culture I learned as a child 
and young adult factored into my formation and my identity. It was a 
significant part of my own vocational discernment, as my background 
provided me with many examples of self-sacrifice and faith. 

I shared with them my gratitude for their great inheritance to the 
United States through those who immigrated, worked hard, sacrificed 
to build churches, drove the economy and educated their children.

One of the things that I realized in traveling back after three 
decades was that many at the Mass, unlike the generation or two 
ahead of them, have only lived in freedom. Their parents and 
grandparents lived under communism. I assured them that in our 
country, we were very aware of the political and religious restrictions 
that many lived under during that time. We prayed for them; we 
remembered them with the intention that they would be able to live 
in a time of freedom. 

BISHOP LARRY J. KULICK

HonoringHonoring

inin SlovakiaSlovakia
Ss. CyrilSs. Cyril MethodiusMethodiusandand

Slovakian president, Zuzana Caputova,
shakes hands with Bishop Larry J. Kulick... continued on page 7
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While our prayers were answered, I reminded them that freedom is not free and not to take this gift of newfound 
abundance from God for granted. While the majority of people in Slovakia believe in Christ, the number has slipped a bit 
over the years because of many of the pitfalls of freedom that our society faces. Secularism and materialism are always 
a global threat. The family unit remains very strong in Slovakia, but I reminded those in attendance to be wary and to 
steer clear of interferences that impact culture, tradition and family. That is very evident here when a recent Gallup poll 
released in late July revealed that those in the United States who believe in God has dipped to a new low.

Ss. Cyril and Methodius were progressive in their desire to bring that faith to the people. In a beautiful way, they were 
able to enhance the culture and the Christian faith. Their evangelization mission, while historical fact, is still living and 
moving. We are called to join the movement. When we answer that call, especially in bringing people to the Eucharist, 

we carry on that Cyrillic and Methodian legacy whose 
roots began in Slovakia. 

In prayer, especially in this time of Eucharistic 
Renewal, let us ask Ss. Cyril and Methodius to 
intercede so that no matter the obstacle, the message 
of Christ, our source of unity, calls us into one body 
through the spiritual nourishment of His precious 
body and blood.

I hope you enjoy some of the pictures from my trip. 

The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L. 
Bishop of Greensburg

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

I was honored to celebrate Mass in the village of Nova Bystrica, our ancestral 
town. Present is the Bishop of the Diocese of Zilina, Bishop Tomas Galis, the 
mayor of Nova Bystrica and other parishioners of St. John the Baptist Parish, 
civil and members of the community.

Had a great gathering with my family in Slovakia … 
three generations!

TOP: Visited Spis Castle, the largest castle in Slovakia.

LEFT: The Norbertine Sisters are an important part of 
the staff in the Diocese of Nitra. Together we celebrated 
“Christmas in July.” They made me two different types 
of Bolbalky which is served on Christmas Eve. We sang 
traditional Slovak Christmas songs as well. Here, the Sisters 
are showing off their Catholic Accent aprons. These Sisters 
are fantastic and work so hard and unselfishly.

... continued from page 4

In Nitra, I attended, spoke and participated in a 
seminar on Ss. Cyril and Methodius which included 
seeing artifacts and relics.
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Scan Here or Call 724-884-5677 
for a FREE Home Evaluation!
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Police K-9 Training Program of our Buyer’s choosing.
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We are there for them, before, 
during, and after the sale.

We Support HeroesWe are a Team

DIRECT: 724-884-5677         OFFICE: 724-941-1427
w w w . L i s a J a c k s o nTe a m . c o mIt’s often said that there must be something in the water in Ford 

City: In the last decade, three parishioners of Christ, Prince of 
Peace Parish have been ordained to the priesthood in the Diocese 
of Greensburg.  

Father Tyler J. Bandura, ordained in 2013, is currently Pastor of 
St. James Parish, New Alexandria, and Administrator Pro-tem at St. 
Rose Parish, Latrobe, as well as Director of Priestly Vocations for 
the Diocese. 

Father Eric J. Dinga was ordained in 2015. He is now Pastor of his 
home parish and St. Lawrence Parish, Cadogan.  

This June, Father Andrew J. Hamilton was ordained by Bishop 
Larry J. Kulick and is now serving as Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph 
Parish, St. John the Evangelist Parish, St. Therese, Little Flower of 
Jesus Parish, and St. Mary (Nativity) Parish, all in Uniontown.

 “A divine calling must come through the work of the Divine, 
which I must say was my experience growing up. I think of the 
many people in my home parish who loved their Catholic faith, 
lived it faithfully each day and cherished their relationship with the 
Church,” Father Bandura said, adding that he has wonderful, joy-
filled memories of the priests he encountered during his youth.

Father Dinga noted, “Just as we say that it takes a village to raise 
a child, so, too, does it take a parish to raise and foster a spiritual 
child. The small-town nature of the Ford City community lends 
itself to taking ‘ownership’ – in a positive way – of the vocations who 
have been raised up from among them, and they take pride in that, 
in the best sense of the word.”

This year, Bishop Kulick accepted three men into the priestly 
formation program for the Diocese of Greensburg. Matteo Arcara, 
a parishioner of St. Paul Parish, Greensburg, Thomas Oldenburg, 
a parishioner of Holy Family Parish, Latrobe, and Ryan Scavnicky, 
a parishioner of Immaculate Conception Parish, Irwin, are all 
attending St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Wynnewood.  

They are in the propaedeutic stage of the priestly formation 
program. In the newly added propaedeutic stage, Arcara, 

BY CLIFF GORSKI

Oldenberg and Scavnicky live in community with a team of priest 
formators. While introductory in nature, the propaedeutic stage is a 
time for men to grow in prayer, trust in God, and gain knowledge of 
the Catholic Church and its teachings. This time helps seminarians 
lay a foundation for a new way of life centered in Christ and in 
communion with their Bishop, presbyterate and local Church.

Deacons Craig Alexander, David Slusarick and John Torres were 
ordained to the Transitional Diaconate in May by Bishop Kulick 
and have received their pastoral appointments.

Deacon Alexander, whose home parish is St. Agnes Parish, North 
Huntingdon, is serving St. Barbara Parish, Harrison City. Deacon 
Slusarick, whose home parish is St. Therese, Little Flower of Jesus, 
is serving Mother of Sorrows Parish, Murrysville. Deacon Torres, 
whose home parish is St. Rita Parish, Connellsville, is serving the 
Catholic Community of Connellsville and Dunbar. They continue 
in their formation and are scheduled to be ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Kulick in 2024.

Bishop Kulick also made academic assignments for seminarians 
Mario Porreca and Kevin Richardson. Porreca, a parishioner of 
St. Anne Parish, Rostraver, will continue his theological studies at 
Saint Vincent Seminary, Latrobe. Richardson will also continue 
his theological studies at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, 
Wynnewood. Both are entering the configuration stage, year I, in 
the fall. This summer Porreca and Tyler Randolph, a parishioner 
of Immaculate Conception Parish, Irwin, will experience parish 
life during a 10-week summer appointment to Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish, Coral and Lucernemines. Randolph attends 
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary. Richardson will have the same 
opportunity in ministering at Church of the Resurrection Parish, 
Northern Indiana County.  

Seminarian Dale Hyland, a parishioner of St. Margaret Mary 
Parish, Lower Burrell, will return to his studies at St. Mark Seminary 
in Erie in the fall while continuing his education at Gannon 
University, Erie.

Pictured above left to right: Father Tyler J. Bandura, Deacon Craig Alexander, 
Seminarian Mario Porecca, Deacon David Slusarick, Seminarian Matteo Arcara, 
Deacon John Torres, Seminarian Kevin Richardson, Seminarian Dale Hyland, 
Seminarian Tyler Randolph. Seated: Seminarians Thomas Oldenberg and Ryan Scavnicky.
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Before summer ends, a group of children at an 
orphanage in western Ukraine will receive a special 
package, the contents of which express the love, hope 
and prayers of faith formation students living more  

than 5,000 miles away in the  
Diocese of Greensburg.

Helen Carroll, a fourth-grade faith 
formation teacher for St. Anne Parish, 
Rostraver, and Holy Family Parish, 
West Newton, wanted her students 
to connect with children suffering 

the ravages of war 
in Ukraine. She 
developed a project 
she felt was age-
appropriate and 
would demonstrate 
the love and mercy 
of Christ.

Her students 
went to work to 
create a banner 

featuring the blue and yellow flag of Ukraine as its 
backdrop and a message of love and support. 

“We took a picture of all of the children in grades 
four through eight, and then they put their handprints 
around the picture in the shape of a heart,” Carroll said. 
“We are the hands and hearts of Christ in the world.”

Students from other grades created cards to be sent 
along with the banner. Alicia Mahalko’s seventh-grade 
students researched and translated personal messages 
into Ukrainian. Mahalko, who served 24 years in the 
military, wanted her students to understand that even 
if the translation was off, their messages of love are 
universal, just like the Church.

“It brought me great comfort that the 
Eucharist, the sacraments and progression of 
the Mass is always the same regardless if I was 
in Kuwait, Rome or Korea,” said Mahalko, a 
parishioner of Holy Family Parish.

The completed banner was displayed for 
parishioners in late April. Father David J. 
Nazimek, Pastor of both parishes, said he 
hopes this project is something the children 

BY CLIFF GORSKI

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG
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remember for the rest of their lives.
“We hear about this in the news and on 

social media and places where the kids are 
connected,” Father Nazimek said. “But it’s a 
situation that is far away until they are able to 
touch it with their hands, which is what they did.” 

Emma Smith, a Holy Family parishioner who 
will be in eighth grade this fall, said she worries 
about the children in Ukraine.

“Everybody should live a happy life,” she 
said.  “I hope this gives them a glimmer of 
hope to get through it all and know that there 
are other people that care for them.”

Carroll asked Father Oleh Seremchuk, Pastor 
of St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Church, 
Perryopolis, who is from Ukraine and has family 
still living in the war-torn nation, to get the 
banner and cards to Ukraine. 

Before the end of summer, he will send them 
to children living in an orphanage in western 
Ukraine who had to be moved from eastern 
Ukraine because of the war.

“The orphanage is operated by Catholic 
nuns, and Father knows the priest who 
oversees the facility,” Carroll said. “Other 
donations that are being sent with the banner 
will help with some of the immediate needs 
of the children.”

HOPEHOPE
HELPHELP

forfor

 11
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Relax. Refresh. Renew.

For more details on services and prices,
please refer to our website: 

www.platinumsalonspa.com 
Or call one of our Spa Coordinators. 

724-925-2020
info@platinumsalonspa.com

Escape from the Ordinary at Platinum Salon & Spa
We pride ourselves on creating an exceptional spa experience by providing professional and personal attention to each and 

every one of our guests. Our talented and highly trained staff awaits you. Come and indulge yourself in pure relaxation at 
Platinum Salon & Spa.

Packages & Special Occasions Are Available
Visit our website for more details!

Hair           Nails           Waxing           Massage           Facials

 Richard W. Schimizzi Matthew R. Schimizzi Debra L. Henry
 Attorney at Law Attorney at Law Attorney at Law
 rws@schimizzilaw.com mrs@schimizzilaw.com dlh@schimizzilaw.com

Keystone Commons | 35 West Pittsburgh Street | Greensburg, PA  15601

Phone:  724.838.9722 | Fax: 724.837.7868
www.SchimizziLaw.com

Peace & Blessings from 
The Schimizzi Family
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@MountainViewCleaningServices@MountainViewCleaningServices

Create an everlasting memory with  
Unity Memorials.

Custom & Traditional Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Benches

Pet Memorials • Vases • Cremation Memorials
Porcelain Pictures • Columbariums

Tel: (724) 834-4006 ~ Fax: (724) 879-4836
Email: unitymemorials@wpa.net
www.unitymemorialsonline.com

36723672 R Route 30, Latrobe, PA 15650oute 30, Latrobe, PA 15650
Visit us at our new location.

PHOTOS: MARY SEAMANS and SUBMITTED

INGREDIENTS
• 4 large tomatoes – sliced
• 12 ounces fresh mozzarella cheese – sliced
• 1 cup fresh basil leaves

Caprese Salad

INGREDIENTS
• 1½ cups fresh basil leaves, loosely packed 
• 1/3 cup pine nuts 
• 3 cloves fresh garlic (minced) 
• 3 tablespoons lemon juice 
• 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 
• 2 tablespoons white balsamic vinegar 
• 2 tablespoons parmesan cheese 
• ½ cup extra virgin olive oil 
• Salt and pepper 

Pesto Vinaigrette
(yields 2/3 cup of dressing – 4 servings)

DIRECTIONS
In food processor place everything in the bowl 
with blade and rough chop 4-5 times on pulse. 

Scrape down. 

Turn the processor on and slowly pour in  
olive oil. Stop and scrape down. Then continue 
processing until smooth and creamy.  
Season with salt and pepper.  
Pulse again and serve.

Caprese SaladCaprese Salad
with Pesto Vinaigrettewith Pesto Vinaigrette

Recipe from Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules.  
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15

Save when you insure your home and auto with ERIE.
Ask about ERIE’s multi-policy and other available discounts. 
See what you might save. Call us for a quote today.

Some things 
just belong together

Joseph Laychak
 
8001 Route 22 
New Alexandria, PA 15670-3103
Joe@Insure22.com

724-668-5099
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Julianna Mendez Baluch grew up attending many 
churches across the country as the daughter of a Navyman. 
As she married and started a family, Mendez Baluch joined  
St. John the Baptist Parish in Perryopolis—and quickly felt 
something was missing.

“At all of the Navy churches there was something for 
the younger families,” Mendez Baluch said. “Not having 
a birth-through-age-5 program here was very lonely, as a 
mom. It was something I always expected for my kids, to 
make those friends and connections within the church that 
are so critical.”

This is how Lucecitas – a bilingual, early childhood 
program that means “little lights”—was born at St. John 
Parish. With the blessing of Father Rodolfo P. Mejia Jr., 
Mendez Baluch launched the program last year, which 
offers lessons and socialization in both Spanish and English 

for infants and young children, 
along with their parents. 

Father Mejia said he 
immediately realized 
Lucecitas would offer 

vital programming to the St. John 
Parish community and “gave her 
the green light.”

“(Lucecitas) It is widening 
human development with the idea that 
we should not be restricted to our very 
own language,” he said. “It also fills a 
need to better understand the faith, 
which was originally spoken in Greek, 
Arameic, Hebrew and then handed down 
to us in our modern language. So now, we 
bring the children to that: when the faith 
was spoken first.”

The inaugural session of Lucecitas 
included activities and lessons like songs, 
crafts, dancing, Bible stories tailored 
to each age level, Spanish vocabulary 
and speech, and science experiments. 
Mendez Baluch, who is a homeschool 
teacher to her three children, said 
exposing children early to both Spanish 
and the Catholic faith is key.

“Learning a language at a young age 
teaches children a different way of thinking,” she said. “The younger you 
learn, the better you learn. Even if there is a gap, children will understand 
(foreign language) better when they are in high school because they have 
heard those sounds and can better process it.”

She added that she chose to call the program “Lucecitas” because “we all 
need to shine a light in the world.”

“Making positive connections and memories in the church helps people, 
even if they are not Catholic,” Mendez Baluch explains. “If we shine that 
light, people see that we are doing good and will think ‘your God is good.’ 
Then, if families join the church or children get baptized, hopefully that 
starts here with them feeling like this is a safe, nice place.”

As Lucecitas returns this fall, Mendez Baluch has a goal to ultimately 
create preschool for ages 4-6 with a more structured Spanish curriculum; 
a homeschool class for children in first through fifth-grade, also with set  
curriculum; and, a playgroup 
class for birth through 6 that 
allows parents to relax, talk and 
let their kids play. 

Lucecitas is free and open to 
the entire community, which 
Mendez Baluch said is critical.

“Everyone should have access 
to preschool socialization and a 
bilingual program,” she said. “I 
don't want cost to be a barrier for 
families who might need it but 
can't afford it.”

BY ELIZABETH SMITH

shines bright for youngest kids at St. John the Baptist Parish,

Mass for the Spanish-speaking 
community of Western Pa is 
held every Sunday evening 

at 6 p.m. at Ascension Parish, 
Jeannette, and celebrated 
by Benedictine Father Job 

Foote, Parochial Vicar. There 
are many young families 

in attendance and children 
participating in the various lay 

ministries of the 
Mass. Parishioner 

Bernadette 
Dixon attends 

each Sunday as 
a representative 
from the parish. 

“Mass is very 
special, and 
afterward is 
important as 

well. We meet in Mersinger 
Hall and share in a meal and 

fellowship,” Dixon said. 

Bernadette Dixon

“ Perryopolis

“

LucecitasLucecitas Father Rodolfo P. Mejia Jr.

Julianna Mendez Baluch16     International Edition   17
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BY JORDAN WHITEKO and ROBIN MULL

A “home away from home” is how the Adesina 
family describes their faith community at Our Lady 
of Grace Parish, Greensburg. The family of four 
traveled nearly 6,000 miles to relocate from Nigeria 
to the area around the Diocese of Greensburg and 
are now active members of the parish choir and its 
community. 

An educational opportunity in January 2017 
brought Oluchi Jennifer Austin-Adesina to the 
United States to study nursing at New Jersey City 
University. She loved the diversity she saw in the 
United States and the opportunities that surrounded her 
new home. That is why she had the rest of her family join 
her in August of that year.

After Oluchi completed her studies, she wanted to stay 
in the United States. However, she wanted a place for her 
family that was removed from the hustle and bustle of 
city life. Her prayers were answered when she received 
a job offer to be a nurse supervisor at Excela Health, now 
Independence Health System, in Greensburg.

The new job and relocation were exciting, but equally 
important to the family was finding a new church 
community. In 2020, they found Our Lady of Grace Parish, 
where they were welcomed and able to celebrate Mass and 
sing in His glory.

“There’s just something about this parish that feels 
welcoming. I love Father Dan’s sermons and Father Dan  
sings very well, too,” said Oluchi. And her husband, Austin, 
agrees: “God wanted us to be here at this time.”

Austin and Oluchi are involved in parish life on multiple 
levels, serving as Eucharistic ministers, Mass cantors, and 
organists. “It’s always a joy to celebrate Mass whenever the 
Adesinas share their gifts in liturgical ministry,” said Pastor 
Father Daniel J. Blout.

Their sons, Oluwatobi “Toby” and Oluwaseyi “Seyi.,” 
participate in Mass as altar servers and spend their free 
time volunteering for parish events, such as Vacation Bible 
School and fish fries. They are also following in their parents' 
footsteps for their love of music.

Music is the heart of what inspires Austin and Oluchi, 
especially spiritual music. It provides them with strength 
and encouragement through their daily lives. In Nigeria, 
in 2000, Austin moved to Abuja and attended Mass at Our 
Lady Queen of Nigeria Pro-Cathedral, Garki-Abuja (Federal 
Capital Territory). He felt compelled to join the choir, and  
it was there he met fellow choir, member and his future wife.

Their love of music and worship doesn’t go unnoticed. 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Marisa Cazden says the 
Adesinas are a family truly led by the Holy Spirit. 

PHOTOS: JORDAN WHITEKO

“The way they 
participate in the liturgy 

turns their performance into a prayer, leading 
our worship more fully in praise of God,” said Cazden.

In Nigeria, music is a big part of the offertory procession 
that involves singing and dancing. The liturgical aspect of 
the Roman Catholic faith remains the same wherever you 
attend Mass. “For instance, when you take out the priest and 
the singing, everything about the Mass is the same; that’s the 
beauty of Catholicism,” said Austin. 

Oluchi said that we are all children of God and united 
to celebrate the liturgy of Mass as one body of Christ. 
“Evangelism is not just about preaching the word but doing 
it. People see you, and your actions before you speak.” Oluchi 
calls us to do the work of God. “That is what our faith is 
calling us to do.” 

Nigerian Catholics Nigerian Catholics 
call Greensburg call Greensburg 
HomeHome

Toby (right) and Seyi help  
with Vacation Bible School.

Pictured left to right:
Standing, Oluchi and Austin Adesina.
Seated, Oluwatobi "Toby"
and Oluwaseyi "Seyi" Adesina

PHOTOS: ROBIN MULL,
JORDAN WHITEKO,
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Ford’s Cloud-Based VoIP Phone Systems provide the ability 
to stay connected from anywhere at anyyme. Translayon? 
You won’t miss that $1 million sale because you “stepped 
out of the office.” You’re welcome.

NEED YOUR PHONE TO GO 
WHERE YOU GO?

Call 800.633.3673 or visit fordtech.com.

Father Julius Capongpongan is one of more than 20 international priests 
serving in the Diocese of Greensburg. He is beloved by the parishioners in 
the Yough Catholic Community of Connellsville and Dunbar and meets 
weekly with Ed Thomas, who is a parishioner of St. Aloysius Parish, Dunbar. 

Together they share in fellowship and tomato sandwiches. Father Julius 
visits Thomas every Friday and spends the holidays with him and his family 
as well. Thomas describes himself as Father Julius’s “United States dad” and 
teaches him some history from the surrounding area.

Father Julius is looking forward to the International Food Festival and the 
visit from his home Bishop of Tagum, Bishop Medil Aseo.

BY JORDAN WHITEKO
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Help raise funds to support the priestly formation program 
in the Diocese of Tagum in the Philippines.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25,FRIDAY, AUGUST 25,
FOOD FESTIVALFOOD FESTIVAL

Christ Our Shepherd Center 
2900 Seminary Drive, Greensburg

5:30 5:30 PMPM

INTERNATIONALINTERNATIONAL

DioceseofGreensburg.org/FoodFest
REGISTER ONLINE

Bishop Medil Aseo,  
Bishop of the 

Diocese of Tagum, 
Philippines.
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Serving 
the 

Greensburg 
Area for 

27 Years!

133 Donohoe Road
Greensburg, PA 15601
of�ce: 724-832-2300 x206
cell: 412-558-7312
bdeutsch@howardhanna.com
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Roni Salsa, a Palestinian Christian from 
Bethlehem, came to the United States more 
than 20 years ago with one mission in mind. 

Working through the nonprofit Land of Peace, Salsa 
spends his time educating Americans about the struggles 
Christians in the Holy Land face on a daily basis.   

His home parish is Our Lady of Fatima Parish, located 
a mile away from the Nativity Church where Jesus was 
born and the Shepherd’s Field where the angels came to 
announce the birth of Jesus. 

Salsa’s parents, siblings and in-laws still live in the 
Holy Land. They are part of the 1% of the entire Christian 
population in Isreal. Bethlehem once had a Christian 
population of 85%. That number has dropped drastically to 
just 17%. 

Salsa says the biggest reason for the exodus of Christians 
is the pursuit of freedom and a less restrictive life. 

Daily life for Palestinian Christians living in Bethlehem is 
difficult. This Palestinian city, like much of the West Bank, is 
surrounded by a 26-foot-tall cement wall topped with razor 
wire and watch towers. 

“The wall isolates these communities and makes them 
like a prison,” Salsa said. “The Israeli government began 
construction of this wall in 2002 and destroyed many 
Palestinian homes, farms and businesses along its route. 
The wall impedes businesses, restricts farmers from their 
land, and cuts off residents from previously accessible 
family members, education and medical services.”

There are a series of gates along the wall controlled by the 
Israeli military. If Palestinians living in Bethlehem want to 
travel to Jerusalem, which is only six miles away, they have 
to obtain a special visa. First, they must apply for a magnet 
card, which shows they have a clean record, and then they 
can apply for the visa to visit, study or work. There are more 
than 140 Israeli checkpoints in the Palestinian territories. 

Each day, more than 80,000 workers go from Palestinian 
territories into Israel. The gates are crowded, and there are a 
lot of procedures and required documents. 

BY MARY SEAMANS
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“Sometimes soldiers just don’t like 
you and will send you back, and there 
are always long delays. It is easy to 
see why many Christians have left the 
country,” Salsa said.

Visiting the Holy Land is an ordeal for 
Salsa. As a Palestinian, he is not allowed 
to fly directly to Tel Aviv. He must fly to 
Amman, Jordan, a 12-hour flight. It takes 
another seven to eight hours to arrive in 
Bethlehem, if he is lucky. Then, he must 
pass through the Jordanian checkpoints, 
then the Israeli checkpoints and then the 
Palestinian checkpoints. Each has its own procedures and 
documentation. Sometimes the Israeli checkpoints close 
early, so he has to return to Amman and start over again the 
next day. 

Through Land of Peace, Salsa has been visiting 
churches since 2004, including parishes in the Diocese of 
Greensburg. In educating parishioners about the plight  
of Christians in the Holy Land, he asks for what he calls 
“The 3 Ps”:  

• Prayer: He asks the faithful to pray for peace  
 in the Holy Land and for the Christians in 

Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  

• Pilgrimage: He encourages people to visit the 
  Holy Land. Catholics believe the Holy Land 
is the Fifth Gospel; those who read the four 
Gospels need to see where it all happened. 
Salsa promises anyone who visits the Holy 
Land will have a life-changing experience. 
 
• Projects: One of the projects is wood 
carvings from blessed olive trees in 
Bethlehem; Jesus prayed under the olive 
trees in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
“They do not cut the trees down, they 
only trim some of the branches. Some 
of the carvings they sell are made from 
branches more than 1,000 years old. They 
receive work from over 400 carvers and 
their families, and he tries to sell them 
here to raise money for them,” Salsa said.  

Salsa said he is extremely grateful 
to the many faithful in the Diocese 
of Greensburg who have supported 
his mission and pray for peace, and 
for those who continue to live as 
Christians in the Holy Land. 

Roni Salsa can bring experiential evangelization to your parish, discussing the plight of 
Christians in the Holy Land today. During his presentation, he provides samples of olives, 
olive oil and other foods from the Holy Land, and explains their origins. He also has olive 
wood carvings and religious items for sale. This immersive experience is available 

for $300 for up to 75 people. Proceeds benefit Christian families in the Holy Land. 
He is available Wednesdays and Fridays from October 2023 through June 2024. 

For information, email ronibanayot@yahoo.com or call 412-478-0588. 
He will also be a presenter at the Sept. 21 KNOW HIM event: “Stunned Disciples.”
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 302 WEST OTTERMAN ST. 120 SOUTH THIRD ST.
 GREENSBURG, PA 15601 CONNELLSVILLE, PA 15425
 724-838-7600 724-628-7955

Margaret Maloy Tremba – Timothy B. Kinney
John K. Greiner – Lawrence D. Kerr
Mark D. Brooks – Mark R. Hamilton

Brittney E. Reay – Lucy A. Burgunder
Chelsea N. Forbes – Meghan E. Young

 
Of Counsel:  Melanie DiPietro

A FULL RANGE OF LEGAL SERVICES
• Family Law
• Corporate
• Employment
• Personal Injury
• Estates
• Criminal Defense

• Online Ordering 
• Graphic Design 
• Five Color Plus Inline Coating 
• Digital Printing 
• Screen Printing & Embroidery

724-537-5800

5848 State Route 981  •  Latrobe, PA 15650  

Linked in

 www.UnityPrinting.com

DESIGN. PRINT. MAIL. PROMOTE.
• Trophies & Plaques
• Signs & Banners
• Packaging & Shipping
• Bindery, Finishing & Mailing Services 
• Climate Controlled Warehousing

Lisa, Joe (2nd Generation) and Ashley (3rd Generation) Frederick
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 40 YEARS!

TOGETHER, 
WE RISE.

A first-tier national liberal arts college, Saint Vincent 
is rooted in the Catholic, Benedictine tradition 

and supported by a monastic community. Explore our 
more than 60 major programs of study and learn more 
about how this personalized education is an affordable 
option with 100% of freshmen receiving scholarship aid.

3098

3138

PLAN  
YOUR VISIT  

TODAY!

APPLY  
NOW!

LATROBE,  PENNSYLVANIA   |    800-782-5549   |    www.stv incent .edu
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Fit for the World
Seton Hill University prepares students for life with

cu	 ing-edge academic programs and a liberal arts foundation. 

• More than 100 undergraduate and graduate academic programs, 
including fl exible and aff ordable online off erings for adults

• 98% of recent graduates are employed or enrolled in graduate school
• Catholic, values-based university founded by the Sisters of Charity 

of Seton Hill

724.838.4281    |    WWW.SETONHILL.EDU    |    ADMIT@SETONHILL.EDU

NEW! Earn your 
bachelor’s in as 
li� le as 3 years.

Learn more at
 www.setonhill.edu/

fasterdegree

An Apple Distinguished School

for Innovation since 2012

Recognized by Apple Best Colleges
in the 

Northeast
The Princeton Review

Best College 
for Veterans

Best Value School

A Top Regional
University

U.S. News & World Report 
2023



Diocese of Greensburg
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