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As we approach the season of Advent and anticipate 
the celebration of the birth of our Savior, our world is 
enveloped in turmoil. World events have us all concerned. 
We must continue to pray for all those affected by war, 
both in Eastern Europe and the Holy Land. In this time 
of Advent and in preparation for the celebration of the 
birth of Christ, more than ever we pray that the world will 
experience the peace of the Christ child, God’s greatest 
gift to us all. May all God’s children be afforded the hope 
that can only come through God’s power and grace, and 

the true peace that came on that first Christmas 
with the birth of our Savior.   

My friend, renowned artist Pipka Ulvilden, 
knows well the turmoil and 

upheaval of war. Born in 
Slovakia, Pipka’s family fled 
their homeland during World 
War II. It was because of the 
Catholic Church that Pipka’s 
family was settled in the 

United States. They 
were forced to leave 
behind extended 
family members, 
but Pipka kept in 

contact with them, 
and brought with 
her Old World 

traditions.

As an accomplished folk artist, Pipka had a strong 
desire to create a painting of an Old World Santa as a 
Christmas gift for her mother. The painting became 
known as “Midnight Visitor.” Others saw the painting, 
and Pipka began to create more. The paintings were so 
well received that she was approached by a company that 
wanted to turn her paintings into collectible figurines. 
Pipka is now known for her collectibles that depict, in 
very detailed ways, St. Nicholas figures from around the 
world and of many different ethnicities. Pipka’s art is 

BISHOP LARRY J. KULICK

thisthis

intricate, including many items in her interpretations 
of St. Nicholas. Many people tell me they will keep their 
“Pipkas” on display all year and just sit, in a quiet and 
peaceful way, and notice things they haven’t seen before.

I am so delighted that Pipka will join us on Dec. 15 for 
KNOW HIM: St. Nicholas the Gift Giver and on Dec. 16 
for the Christmas Night Market. Both events take place at 
Christ Our Shepherd Center. Please plan to join us 
to help prepare your heart for the coming of 
the Christ Child.     

Another way to spiritually prepare 
yourself during this season of Advent is to 
contemplate the birth of Christ as you sit 
peacefully in prayer or during Mass. Look at 
artwork of the Nativity. Notice the things that 
you may not have noticed before, and let the 
Lord speak to you of his love and peace. 
Understand that the greatest gift 
we will receive this year 
came from God – Jesus 
Christ, who in return has 
given the world his light 
and eternal salvation.  

Give thanks to God 
for the gift of peace 
in your life, and 
remember and pray 
for those who seek 
peace but have 
been displaced 
from their 
homes, 
communities and 
families. And just as we 
prepare our hearts for the 
coming of the Lord during 
Advent, may we also, when 
possible, welcome our brothers 
and sisters in need with shelter 
and comfort.  

The Most Reverend
Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L. 

Bishop of Greensburg

PrayersPrayers for thefor the
of theof the

ChristmasChristmas
Christ ChildChrist Child

PeacePeace
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ON THE COVER

The Coat
The dark brown color of the coat is akin to the 
rugged outerwear popular during the Industrial 
Revolution. Underneath is a gold tunic patterned 
after a traditional Slovakian tablecloth with folk 
embroidery belonging to the artist’s grandmother, 
symbolic of the many cultures who built Western 
Pennsylvania. The imperial green of the coat's 
lining and cuffs, and the lining on the boots, 
represent the Diocese of Greensburg.

Prints of this creation along with tumblers, mugs, blankets and stuffed animals
with Pipka St. Nicholas creations are on sale now! 

Visit UnityPrinting.com/Pipka and order by Friday, December 1, to receive your 
collectibles by Christmas!

The Star
The star seems to be over the cathedral, but if you look 
carefully, in the distance is a Nativity, which reminds us of 

Bethlehem. There is a connection here to how 
Bethlehem comes to life in the liturgy and God 
becomes present to us at holy Mass.

The Children
They are the next generation of Christ’s disciples. One boy carries the crèche, representing faith. The other boy represents works, 
carrying a canary and lunch bucket; off in the distance is a coal tipple and pile of coal covered with a light snow, symbolizing the coal 
mining industry that helped to build the economy of Western Pennsylvania. In Pipka creations there is always movement, as is the case 
with this scene that depicts a journey toward church. This reminds us that our life is like a procession from this world to eternity.  
The youngest of all the children, a little girl, is properly dressed and carrying apples and oranges that were coveted during the  
Industrial Revolution.  She reminds us that “a child shall lead them,” as young people in their innocence can lead us on the right path.

Familiar Symbols of Western Pa.
The whitetail deer and the rabbit are present, 
as are homes grouped together in a coal 
patch village along with the company store. 
In the background is the image of Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral.

Crosier & Coat of Arms
The crosier is a replica of the one Bishop Kulick 
uses today, the same one used by the first Bishop 
of the Diocese of Greensburg, Bishop Hugh L. 
Lamb, in the 1950s. Atop the sack is the Diocese  
of Greensburg coat of arms.

The Diocese of Greensburg Father Christmas
created by artist Pipka Ulvilden

:
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Forever
Mother of Sorrows Light Up Night
fosters Eucharistic community

Since the very first light flickered nearly a 
decade ago, Ali Bauer and her family have been a 
part of the Light Up Night tradition at Mother of 
Sorrows School and Parish, Murrysville.

Bauer and her children, Brynn, Jack and Claire, 
along with her parents, Terri and Tom Wubben, 
have watched this special Christmastime event 
grow tremendously since its start. 

Launched in 2016 to help the entire community 
gather for the holiday, the event features beautiful 
lights around the school and student-created 
decorations throughout the building – including 
doors decorated in themes of the Christ Child.

“It’s a great night full of joy for the Advent 
season,” Bauer said. “It’s so nice to see the 
families come together and the school decorated 
so beautifully.”

This winter, Light Up Night returns on Dec. 2. The event 
has expanded over the years to become a joint venture 
between the school and parish. It now includes a living 
Nativity portrayed by students; an Advent Mass followed by a 
blessing of the school’s Christmas tree; an intergenerational 
dinner; caroling; a gingerbread house village; a Santa shop; 
and a hot chocolate bar and cookies. 

Visitors follow luminaria that light the way between 
each experience. 

Light Up Night also now draws a larger crowd due to the 
combined efforts of the parish, which has more than 2,200 
parishioners, and the school, which educates more than 400 
children each year. 

“There’s a lot of unity, which is so nice to see in this day 
and age,” Bauer said. “It’s something we have continued, and 
I hope that it continues for many years to come.”

Mother of Sorrows Principal 
Theresa Szmed said Light Up 
Night truly creates Eucharistic 
fellowship.

“This event really brings 
together the young people of 
the parish, the parishioners 
themselves and the community 

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

‘They‘They
Forever’Forever’

Remember ItRemember It

Theresa Szmed

Ali Bauer and her children, Brynn, Jack and Claire.
Her parents, Terri and Tom Wubben.

BY ELISABETH SMITH

Light Up NightLight Up Night
returnsreturns
Dec. 2, 2023Dec. 2, 2023
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at large,” Szmed said. “They get to experience the 
Eucharist with our Mass and fellowship.”

That connection is typically felt by new families 
who are considering joining the school and parish.

“They get to experience … a connection to Christ 
himself,” Szmed said. “We call our community the 
Mother of Sorrows family, and that’s because we do 
function as a family. Everyone is looking out for each 
other, keeping each other safe, keeping our children 
growing in faith.”

Monsignor Michael J. Begolly, Pastor, agrees, 
noting that the “wonderful gathering” of Light 
Up Night fosters Eucharistic revival, especially by 
reclaiming Advent from our culture of commercialism.

“Our Mass is simply the Mass for the second Sunday 
of Advent. But (our country) already starts advertising 
Christmas in fall, so at Light Up Night, we really 
celebrate Advent when we are in the liturgy,”  
he explained.

“The challenge for us, especially in these years 
of Eucharistic Revival, is to become a Eucharistic 
community whereby we bring the presence of Christ  
to others in all we say and do so that our words 
and actions are 
Eucharistic – we 
build up the 
community of 

Christ, we reach out and care for our brothers and sisters.”
That sense of community is evident at Light Up Night not only 

due to the large participation, but in all the hard work that happens 
behind the scenes to make this annual event truly special. 

Szmed notes that while the students and teachers work hard to 
bring it to life, there are also dozens of volunteers, custodial staff 
and others who make the event truly unforgettable.

“Our students and parishioners remember it forever,” she said.

Monsignor
Michael J. Begolly

PHOTOS: JOHN and LUKE ZYLKA
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Cranberry Cranberry MangoMango Chutney  Chutney 
Recipe from Bishop Larry J. Kulick

INSTRUCTIONS

1. 	Dice mango into small  
	 1/4-inch pieces.
2. 	Add mango to pan over  
	 medium heat for 1 minute.
3. 	Add cranberries and mix in 
	 with mango.
4. 	Add 1 tsp. Chinese 
	 Five Spice.
5. 	Add 2 tbsp. hot honey.
6. 	Bring to a simmer for 
	 4-5 minutes, or until 
	 mango is softened,
	 stirring regularly.
 
Can be made a day ahead of 
time and reheated for service.
 

INGREDIENTS

•	 1 can whole cranberries in jelly
•	 1 fresh mango
•	 1 tsp. Chinese Five Spice
•	 2 tbsp. hot honey 

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG
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You can use this 
Cranberry Mango Chutney
on your Thankgiving turkey, 
ham at Christmas and 
pork at New Years!
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LisaLisa
JacksonJackson

KimKim
DavidovichDavidovich

KateKate
MannMann

MikeMike
LukasLukas

PaigePaige
RussellRussell

LISA JACKSON TEAM

Scan Here or Call 724-884-5677 
for a FREE Home Evaluation!

When our clients close on a home, we donate $100 to a local School, 
Fire Department, Police Station, EMS, Veteran Center, Church, or 

Police K-9 Training Program of our Buyer’s choosing.
We also donate our time and money to support community events.

We have a network of service 
providers that save our Veterans 

& First Responders money. 

Having a Team of agents means 
our clients never miss out!

We are there for them, before, 
during, and after the sale.

We Support HeroesWe are a Team

DIRECT: 724-884-5677         OFFICE: 724-941-1427
w w w . L i s a J a c k s o nTe a m . c o m
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Nat & Melanie

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG
SINCE 1971

Pantalone
Funeral Home, Inc.



WRAPPINGWRAPPING

Ask Pilar Arco why she gives Christmas gifts to her family and 
her answer is simple and true:

“Because I love them.”
Pilar, a student at The Divine Redeemer School in Ford City, 

joined her schoolmates Grace Meighan and Tanner Bish and 
The Catholic Accent’s Jordan Whiteko to wrap gifts for the less 
fortunate – but ended up learning more about the meaning of 
Christmas together as they talked.

Read on to learn some valuable (and sweet) wisdom from 
these smart students on the joy of the Christmas holiday.

Jordan: We give gifts because God gave us the greatest gift of 
all: Jesus. What are other ways you can give gifts on the 
holidays besides just offering presents?

Grace: “Help out and be kind.”
Tanner: “I could turn out the lights for my mom.”
Jordan: What is your favorite thing about Christmas?
Grace: “Giving. (Last year) I got my mom cooking stuff and 

skincare and dad stuff for the grill. He’s the hardest 
to buy for.”

Pilar: “I got my mom a cute kitty sweater because I know 
she loves our cats.”

Grace: “When I give a gift to someone, I feel like they 
feel happy. My great-grandma, sometimes she gets 
really emotional. But (when that happens), it makes 
me feel like I got them a good gift.”

Jordan: I’ve enjoyed talking to you about receiving presents 
and giving gifts. But there are people less fortunate in 
our community. Could we help by giving to Angel 
Trees or clothing or food drives at Diocese of 
Greensburg parishes and schools?

All: “Yes.”
Jordan: It’s lots of fun wrapping gifts and there is a lot of joy 

like this during this time of year. How can you spread 
joy during Christmas? 

Pilar: “Go visit someone or help them out with something.” 
Tanner: “Give hugs.”

withkkiiddss
BY ELISABETH SMITH

PHOTOS: ROBIN MULL

Jordan

Tanner

Pilar

Grace
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Relax. Refresh. Renew.

For more details on services and prices,
please refer to our website: 

www.platinumsalonspa.com 
Or call one of our Spa Coordinators. 

724-925-2020 
info@platinumsalonspa.com

Escape from the Ordinary at Platinum Salon & Spa
We pride ourselves on creating an exceptional spa experience by providing professional and personal attention to each and 

every one of our guests. Our talented and highly trained staff awaits you. Come and indulge yourself in pure relaxation at 
Platinum Salon & Spa.

Holiday gift card sales coming soon!Holiday gift card sales coming soon!

Hair           Nails           Waxing           Massage           Facials

Visit our website for more details!



14     The Young Church at Christmas					     TheAccentOnline.org

Discounts, rates and coverages vary by state and are subject to eligibility and applicable rates and rules.  
Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and territory information. S1693 10/15

Save when you insure your home and auto with ERIE.
Ask about ERIE’s multi-policy and other available discounts. 
See what you might save. Call us for a quote today.

Some things 
just belong together

Joseph Laychak
 
8001 Route 22 
New Alexandria, PA 15670-3103
Joe@Insure22.com

724-668-5099

Create an everlasting memory with  
Unity Memorials.

Custom & Traditional Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Benches

Pet Memorials • Vases • Cremation Memorials
Porcelain Pictures • Columbariums

Tel: (724) 834-4006 ~ Fax: (724) 879-4836
Email: unitymemorials@wpa.net
www.unitymemorialsonline.com

36723672 R Route 30, Latrobe, PA 15650oute 30, Latrobe, PA 15650
Visit us at our new location.

@MountainViewCleaningServices@MountainViewCleaningServices

Delmont Christmas PilgrimageDelmont Christmas Pilgrimage
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BY CLIFF GORSKI

Delmont Christmas PilgrimageDelmont Christmas Pilgrimage
For more than 50 years, the faithful have gathered at Shields Farm 

for the annual Delmont Christmas Pilgrimage, this year set for  
Dec. 2-3 from 5-9 p.m. 

On the weekend the pilgrimage begins, thousands begin their 
journey at the historic log cabin at the farm, and then walk the 
field where they encounter eight live-action scenes portraying the 
Christmas story. They witness the encounters that Mary and Joseph 
had with the angels, experience their journey to Bethlehem, hear a 
recreation of the Good News being told to shepherds and Wise Men, 
and, finally, rejoice in the birth of Christ.

During the pilgrimage, camels and other live animals dot the field, 
accentuated by dramatic music and soft lighting. At the end of the 
pilgrimage, visitors see and can interact with Mary and Joseph and 
the Christ Child in a barn that serves as a manger.

As part of the pilgrimage, five churches in the area offer different 
activities and food. Among them is St. John Baptist de La Salle Parish.  

When you drive into the parish parking lot, you are warmly 
welcomed by the glowing luminaria and an Advent wreath that 
symbolizes the anticipation of His birth. Inside the church vestibule, 
an oversized Advent calendar and “Jesse Tree” decorated with 
biblical characters in Jesus’ family tree stand with a welcome 
message for all.

For those attending the pilgrimage, Mass is celebrated at the 
parish at 4 p.m. St. Nicholas greets those leaving Mass with small 
treats for children.

The parish hall is decorated with the theme of “Lighting 
Our Way to Christ,”  with music, food for purchase and a 
chance to do some Christmas shopping. Secular Franciscans 
are on hand to talk about how St. Francis of Assisi began the 
custom of a live Nativity in the 1220s.

Attending the annual pilgrimage is a tradition for  
Betsy Ahearn, a parishioner of St. James Parish, New 
Alexandria. In 1974, after the birth of her son, Ahearn 
brought him to the pilgrimage each year. Now she 
brings her granddaughter. She said she feels the event 
demonstrates the true meaning of Christmas, especially 
for young people.

“It’s a time they can truly reflect and really know 
what Christmas is about,” Ahearn said. 

Free bus transportation will take pilgrims to Shields 
Farm and return them to the parish parking lot.

Activities at St. John Baptist de La Salle Parish are 
free. Tickets and information about the pilgrimage are 
available at DelmontPilgrimage.com

        15
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BY ROBIN MULL

The sweet aroma of nutmeg and cinnamon  
is common throughout our homes leading up to 
Christmas. These magical scents bring us back  
to the memories of our childhood or put us in  
the mood to bake delicious new memories. 

It’s an important holiday tradition for Monsignor 
Raymond E. Riffle, Vicar General and rector of Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg. He gathered his 
beloved great-nephews and great-niece into the kitchen  
at the rectory for a memorable Christmas  
cookie-baking session. 

The faces of 8-year-olds Joseph Carpenter and Tommy 
Boyer, 7-year-old Anna Carpenter, and 5-year-old Jesse 
Boyer reflected the joy of the season as they spent a cold 
December morning in the warmth of the rectory kitchen. 
The room was full of smiles and giggles as they rolled 
cookie dough and cut out heart-shaped cookies, then 
decorated with icing and chocolate morsels. All four 
anxiously waited for the oven timer to signal that they 
were able to sample a few of the sweet treats.  

Cookies symbolize the spirit of giving and are a bite-
sized emblem for generosity, solidarity and seasonal joy. 

Baking Christmas cookies is a long-standing holiday 
tradition that many take on weeks or months before the 
hustle and bustle of parties, meal preparation and more.   

As you spend time celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
our Savior, with your family and friends this Christmas 
season, take a moment to enjoy the scents, smiles, 
laughter and joy the days and nights bring … creating 
memories that last a lifetime. 

Heavenly Father, thank 
You for all we have in our 
lives. We are especially 
grateful this time of year, 
as we reflect on Your provision, all You have given us – 
and the love You have placed in our lives. Thank You for 
Your love and guidance. In the name of Your son Jesus, 
Amen

bakingmemoriesmemories

THEACCENTONLINE.ORG

Blessing

PHOTOS: FRANCESCA and VIVIAN CINTI

Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle with, 
from left, Anna, Joseph, Jesse and Tommy.
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	Total Time:	 Prep, 35 minutes plus chilling;  
		  bake, 10 minutes/batch plus cooling
	 Yield: 	About 5 dozen 

Ingredients:Ingredients:
•	 1 cup creamy peanut butter
•	 ½ cup butter, softened
•	 ½ cup sugar
•	 ½ cup packed brown sugar
•	 1 large egg
•	 1 tsp. vanilla extract
•	 1½ cups all-purpose flour
•	 ½ tsp. baking soda

Decorations:Decorations:
•	 Peanuts, split in half
•	 Brown m&m's minis
•	 Miniature semisweet chocolate chips
•	 Black shoestring licorice, cut into 2-inch pieces

Directions:Directions:
Step 1
Beat peanut butter, butter and sugars until well 
blended. Beat in egg and vanilla. In another bowl, 
whisk together flour and baking soda; gradually 
beat into peanut butter mixture (dough will be soft). 
Refrigerate until firm enough to shape, about 1 hour.

Step 2
Preheat oven to 350°F. Shape dough into 1-inch balls; 
taper one side to resemble a mouse. Place 2 inches 
apart on ungreased baking sheets. Add peanuts for 
ears, m&m's for noses and chocolate chips for eyes.

Step 3
Bake until set, 8-10 minutes. Immediately insert 
licorice pieces into warm cookies for tails. Remove 
from pan to wire racks to cool.

	Total Time: 	Prep, 1 hour plus chilling;  
		  bake, 10 minutes/batch plus cooling
	 Yield: 	About 4 dozen

Ingredients for cookies: 
•	 1½ cups butter, softened
•	 1½ cups shortening
•	 1½ cups sugar
•	 1½ cups confectioners' sugar
•	 4½ tsp. vanilla extract
•	 3 large eggs, room temperature
•	 6¾ cups all-purpose flour
•	 1½ tsp. baking soda
•	 1½ tsp. cream of tartar
•	 1½ tsp. salt

Ingredients for frosting: 
•	 2 cans (12 ounces each) whipped vanilla frosting
•	 2 tbsp. butter, softened
•	 2 cups confectioners' sugar
•	 Brown and red m&m's minis
•	 Red colored sugar
•	 Red jimmies

Directions:
Step 1 
Cream first four ingredients until light and fluffy. Beat 
in vanilla and eggs, one at a time. Whisk together 
flour, baking soda, cream of tartar and salt; gradually 
add to creamed mixture. Divide dough in half; shape 
into disks. Wrap in plastic; refrigerate until firm 
enough to roll, 1-2 hours.

Step 2
Preheat oven to 375°F. On a lightly floured surface, 
roll each portion of dough to ¼-inch thickness. Cut 
with a floured 3½-inch heart-shaped cookie cutter. 
Place 1 inch apart on ungreased baking sheets. Bake 
until firm, 8-10 minutes (do not overbake). Remove 
from pans to wire racks; cool completely.

Step 3 
For frosting, beat canned frosting, butter and 
confectioners' sugar until well blended. Cut a hole in 
the tip of a pastry bag or corner of a food-safe plastic 
bag; insert 16 star tip and fill with frosting. Placing 
hearts point side up, use a small amount of frosting 
to attach brown m&m's for eyes and red m&m's for 
noses. Use remaining frosting to pipe hats, beards 
and mustaches. Sprinkle hats with red sugar; add 
jimmies for mouths.

memories Peanut Butter Peanut Butter 
Christmas MiceChristmas Mice

Santa
Sugar
Cookies

Monsignor Raymond E. Riffle with, 
from left, Anna, Joseph, Jesse and Tommy.
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Ford’s Cloud-Based VoIP Phone Systems provide the ability 
to stay connected from anywhere at anyyme. Translaaon? 
You won’t miss that $1 million sale because you “stepped 
out of the office.” You’re welcome.

NEED YOUR PHONE TO GO 
WHERE YOU GO?

Call 800.633.3673 or visit fordtech.com.
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TOGETHER, 
WE RISE.

A first-tier national liberal arts college, Saint Vincent 
is rooted in the Catholic, Benedictine tradition 

and supported by a monastic community. Explore our 
more than 60 major programs of study and learn more 
about how this personalized education is an affordable 
option with 100% of freshmen receiving scholarship aid.

3098

3163

PLAN  
YOUR VISIT  

TODAY!

APPLY  
NOW!

LATROBE,  PENNSYLVANIA   |    800-782-5549   |    www.stv incent .edu

 302 WEST OTTERMAN ST. 120 SOUTH THIRD ST.
 GREENSBURG, PA 15601 CONNELLSVILLE, PA 15425
 724-838-7600 724-628-7955

Margaret Maloy Tremba – Timothy B. Kinney
John K. Greiner – Lawrence D. Kerr
Mark D. Brooks – Mark R. Hamilton

Brittney E. Reay – Lucy A. Burgunder
Chelsea N. Forbes – Meghan E. Young

 
Of Counsel:  Melanie DiPietro

A FULL RANGE OF LEGAL SERVICES
• Family Law
• Corporate
• Employment
• Personal Injury
• Estates
• Criminal Defense

• Online Ordering 
• Graphic Design 
• Five Color Plus Inline Coating 
• Digital Printing 
• Screen Printing & Embroidery

724-537-5800

5848 State Route 981  •  Latrobe, PA 15650  

Linked in

 www.UnityPrinting.com

DESIGN. PRINT. MAIL. PROMOTE.
• Trophies & Plaques
• Signs & Banners
• Packaging & Shipping
• Bindery, Finishing & Mailing Services 
• Climate Controlled Warehousing

Lisa, Joe (2nd Generation) and Ashley (3rd Generation) Frederick
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 40 YEARS!

Ford’s Cloud-Based VoIP Phone Systems provide the ability 
to stay connected from anywhere at anyyme. Translaaon? 
You won’t miss that $1 million sale because you “stepped 
out of the office.” You’re welcome.

NEED YOUR PHONE TO GO 
WHERE YOU GO?

Call 800.633.3673 or visit fordtech.com.
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GiftGiftTheThe ofof

 Students from St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School in 
Belle Vernon shared their Christmas spirit with those who 
live at Country Care Manor in Fayette City.  The students, 
as part of their outreach program, lifted their voices and 
opened their hearts to bring the joy of Christmas by singing 
carols and sharing the gift of caring and compassion with the 
residents.

As the students gathered, the sound of Christmas carols 
and bells jingled through the halls, warm cozy blankets 
covered the laps of residents, and everyone in the room wore 
heartwarming smiles. 

Upper grade religion teacher Maureen Ruschak, who 
organized the outreach event, said along with the singing, 
students brought gifts and a special craft-making activity. 

“The students had fun planning the crafts and activities for 
the residents,” Ruschak said. “Living out the Gospel message 

of Jesus to love our neighbors becomes a 
reality when the kids sit and visit with the 
lovely people we meet at Country Care.” 

Fifth-grader Evan Wolfgang was excited 
to spend quality time with the residents. 

“They are going to be joyous, because 
some of them don’t get visitors,” he said. 

Under the direction of music teacher 
Lance Russell, the students sang familiar 
Christmas carols with residents. Russell 

reminds his students daily that “God’s just not in the song 
– he’s everywhere.” 

Fifth-grader Emilia Fouch enjoys singing and believes it 
brings her closer to God.

“If I’m having a rough day, I can sing, 
and the stress just kind of goes away,”  
she said.  

The outreach ministry provided by 
students in grades 3-7 continues throughout 
the school year. At Christmas, they also  
visit with residents of Center on  
the Hill in Belle Vernon. 

BY ROBIN MULL

MusicMusic
PHOTOS: ROBIN MULL 

and JORDAN WHITEKO

Evan Wolfgang

Emilia Fouch

Lance Russell
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Serving 
the 

Greensburg 
Area for 

27 Years!

133 Donohoe Road
Greensburg, PA 15601
of�ce: 724-832-2300 x206
cell: 412-558-7312
bdeutsch@howardhanna.com
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Christ Our Shepherd Center
2900 Seminary Drive, Greensburg

These events were inspired by the 
Christkindlmarkt in Door County, Wisconsin, 
one of the most popular winter cultural 
attractions in the region. There, Bishop Kulick 
met artist Pipka Ulvilden and learned about 
her family’s escape from war-torn Europe 
during the fall of communism. Her moving 
story and her love of St. Nicholas is coming 
this December to the Diocese of Greensburg. 
Dozens of her pieces will be on display 
throughout the event.

FRIDAYFRIDAY

DECDEC
1515

St. Nicholas the Gift Giver
and the Gift of the Eucharist

St. NicholasSt. NicholasA CELEBRATION OFA CELEBRATION OF

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • DECEMBER 15 & 16
Hosted by the Diocese of Greensburg in cooperation with Artist Pipka Ulvilden

24			 

Pipka 
Ulvilden

FREEFREE IMMERSIVEIMMERSIVE
EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE10:00 AM

2:00 PM
SESSION

SESSION
A bishop from the early church became an international icon, whose story and likeness 
have been woven into the fabric of Christmas tradition around the world. St. Nicholas' 
love for children and gift giving in the spirit of Christ transformed a man into a legend 
known by many names. Learn about the gift of the Eucharist, watch how artist Pipka 
Ulvilden creates St. Nicholas-inspired collectibles, experience the cultural versions 
of Santa Claus, Sinterklaas, Christkindl, Papa Noel and Babbo Natale, and enjoy the 
theology behind some of your favorite carols. Cookies and vendors inside St. Nick’s 
workshop are also a part of this immersive experience.

Register for the 10:00 AM or 2:00 PM session at 
DioceseofGreensburg.org/EucharisticRevival today.
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Night
Market

The Christmas Night Market is a festive, fun and faith-filled event! Stroll the outdoor attractions under the twinkle 
of Christmas lights and warm yourself with hot chocolate by the fire, or, head inside to enjoy more than 40 food and 
craft vendors. Explore collectables created by St. Nicholas-inspired artist Pipka Ulvilden, on display for this event! 
Carolers, St. Nicholas and Christmas cookies are all part of the experience. Admission and parking are free! 

Christmas Night MarketChristmas Night Market

ChristmastNightMarket.orgChristmastNightMarket.org
Christmas Wine Tastings!
Our Spiritual Drink: The History of Wine and The Catholic Church is hosted 
by sommelier Joe Bello. The 45-minute tasting includes five samples of wine 
paired with Christmas cookies. The Catholic connection to winemaking has 
its foundations in Scripture. Testaments old and new are filled with references 
to vineyards, grapes and wines. Must be 21 or older, $25 per person. Three 
sessions available. Visit ChristmasNightMarket.org for registration.

Christmas Beer Tastings!
Blessings & Beer: The History of Brewing and The Catholic Church is hosted by 
Vincent Reilly. The 45-minute tasting includes five samples paired with snacks.
Historically, the Catholic Church has a long and tasty relationship with beer. In 

fact, monasteries around the world have been welcoming guests for hundreds of 
years with their very own home brewed beer. Monks have taught today’s brewing 
companies a thing or two about advances to brewing techniques and technology. 

Must be 21 or older, $25 per person. Three sessions available.  
Visit ChristmasNightMarket.org for registration.

Family Craft Session!
Help Santa guide his sleigh to your home this Christmas by creating a Red Nose 
Reindeer craft! Hosted by Chrys Johnson-Sebula, Owner of the Curious Cat & 
Painted Dog in Irwin, this hour-long family crafting event is a great way to slow 
down before the rush of the season and create a memorable project together. 
Each participant will make a pair of Red Nose Reindeer decorations. Seating 
is limited, so register today! $25 per person. Recommended for ages 7 and up. 
One session available at 3:00 p.m.

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 16 • 3:00 - 8:00 SATURDAY • DECEMBER 16 • 3:00 - 8:00 PMPM

Breakfast with St. NicholasBreakfast with St. Nicholas
9:30 9:30 AMAM

Enjoy a faith-focused event for children and families this 
Christmas that puts Jesus at the center of the season! Breakfast 

with St. Nicholas will include a delicious buffet and a visit 
from many cultural versions of St. Nick. Bishop Kulick will 

lead a prayer and children will make a craft with St. Nicholas-
inspired artist Pipka Ulvilden. Families can enjoy the  

St. Nicholas workshop filled with St. Nick goodies and gifts. 
Register today at

DioceseofGreensburg.org/StNickBreakfast
$25/adults, $15/children 12 and under. 

Mass with Bishop Kulick
and Keynote Address from artist

4:00 PMPipka Ulvilden

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • DECEMBER 15 & 16

         25
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Fit for the World
Seton Hill University prepares students for life with 

cutting-edge academic programs and a liberal arts foundation. 

• More than 100 undergraduate and graduate academic programs, 
including flexible and affordable online offerings for adults

• 98% of recent graduates are employed or enrolled in graduate school
• Catholic, values-based university founded by the Sisters of Charity 

of Seton Hill

724.838.4281    |    WWW.SETONHILL.EDU    |    ADMIT@SETONHILL.EDU

Accelerate 
Your Degree!
Earn a bachelor’s 
in  3 years and a 
master’s in 4 in 

select programs.

An Apple Distinguished School

for Innovation since 2012

Recognized by Apple Best Colleges
in the 

Northeast
The Princeton Review

Best College 
for Veterans

Best Value School

A Top Regional
University

U.S. News & World Report 
2023
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Night 

Christmas
Before

  A live multi media show for the whole family! 

Thur. Nov. 30 at 7:00 pm 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Irwin

Sun. Dec. 10 at 1:00 pm
St. Bruno Church Hall, Greensburg

The 

Tickets
Adults $20 / Under Age 18  $10

VIP Seating Rows 1-2-3 $25
Alabaster (724) 516-5189

AlabasterPerformingArts.org



Diocese of Greensburg
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